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The Faith on the Creation of Buddhist Art in Lanna

Theerasuttapot, Ven. Phrakru (Phramaha Sa -Nga Chaiwong)
Ph.D. Candidate

The Acting Director of Administrative Office
Mahachulalongkornrajavidayalaya University, Chiang Mai Campus

Abstract

According to the term ‘Saddha’, it refers to faith; belief; confidence with associated with
emotion. To the faith in the Buddhist Arts, it aims to attract the people to venerate the Buddhism
that existed from the fourfold of judge or take standard viz., Rapa-pamada: the beauty of appear-
ance or form, Ghosa-pamada: faith depends on sweet voice or good reputation, Lakha-pamada: faith
depends on shabbiness or ascetic or self-denying practices and Dhammapamada: faith depends on
right teachings and practices. The above mentioned not only resulted or caused the confidence
to people, but also develop knowledge of the worldly person. The beauty of arts produces the
aesthetic feelings and also the confidence in the Enlightenment of the Buddha in the form of Ud-
desikacetiya i.e. a Buddha image.

Regarding to the development of the Buddhist Arts in Lanna region, it has been existed
and shared the similarities with the Dvaravati architecture and the Burmese arts in Bagan style.
There are some characteristics that unique to the folk artisans which later it has developed as the
prototype of Lanna architecture around the 20th century. The highest development of Lanna arts
existed around the 20th century and the Chiang Mai Kingdom becomes the centre of Buddhism.
The works of arts were considered to be strongly related to the propagation of Lankavamsa Bud-
dhism.

The Lanna Buddhist Arts represent the wide range of forms that were inspired by architec-
ture in the previous period viz., Sukhothai, Burma in Bagan period, etc. It was seamlessly developed
with the vernacular architecture and has been passed down for generations with the confidence
of creating the Buddhist arts in Lanna. In case of building a temple, not only the kings, but also
the ordinary people can be the president of construction. Regarding to Wat Mahawan in Chiang
Mai and Wat Chedi Saw

AE1ALY: Faith / Buddhism / Creativity / Lanna
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