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Abstract

Hua Hin, a famous beach town in Thailand, with its beautiful shoreline,
meaningful history, small town elegance, and a place where the royal retreat, Klai
Kangwon Palace, is situated, has certainly earned its name as a popular destination
not very far from Bangkok. In recent years, Hua Hin has seen an intense growth in
commercial and residential real estate sectors which have led to various kinds of
problems. A significant one involves deterioration of town appearance and natural
environment from such widespread and intense development.

The research primary objective is to study and provide an understanding
of visual quality of Hua Hin’s major elements and human attitude toward physical
environment. The results will be used for analysis to harness suitable measures for
physical development that will not recede the value of town appearance in the
future.

Research methodology begins with a review of town history, important places,
and their significance. Later, site surveys are conducted to observe physical conditions
and ongoing activities. A cognitive or mental structure is then conducted as a basis for
determining visual zones; an area or district with a perceivable harmonious physical
environment and activity. Six visual zones are determined and used as areas of study.
Photo-questionnaire is constructed using 36 selected pictures that represent visual
zones. Respondents are asked to rate on a five-pointed Likert Scale, their liking toward
each picture and their opinion on each picture as a representation of the sense of
“being Hua Hin”. Finally, stratified quota sampling is used on identified groups of
population, including Thai residents living in Hua Hin, Thai residents not living in Hua

Hin, foreigners, municipal officers, and design professionals.



Results from analysis of 285 respondents indicate a close relationship
between respondents’ liking toward each picture and their opinion on each picture
as a representation of the sense of “being Hua Hin”. In other words, the better the
picture expresses “being Hua Hin”, the more the respondent likes it. Among these,
the most liked pictures are pictures of the beach, historical landmarks (i.e., the railway
station and the railway hotel), and natural area, respectively. While the least liked
pictures are those of beach with presence of high-rise buildings, tourist area, downtown
area, main street, and local market. Deeper investigation reveals that Hau Hin’s
uniqueness is an integration of its natural beauty and historical architecture, while
newer developments are unfavorable and not able to represent Hua Hin’s image.

The results of the study lead to recommendations on physical improvement
of each zone intending to protect as well as to enhance Hua Hin’s special visual

quality and control future developments that might devalue its uniqueness.

Key words: Visual Quality Assessment / Visual Pollution / Visual Management Zone

/ Sense of Place / Hua Hin
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