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Enhancing Sense of Community through

Environmental Design Elements

Sineenart Sukolratanametee, Ph.D.
Lecturer, Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

The relationship between environmental design and sense of community
essentially leads to creation of community and urban environment that encourage
social interactions and activities, and as a result, creates a strong community with
motivation to drive the community to success. This is because sense of community
is considered an important factor for good mental health of individuals of all cultures
and ages.

Urban design paradiem, particularly, neishborhood design which emphasizes the
use of environmental design elements to enhance sense of community, is consistent
with new urbanism’s design principles. Through the use of physical design guidelines
and elements, new urbanism creates sense of community by encouraging neighbors
to interact with one another. Careful design of physical environment, according to
the new urbanist approach, will draw people out of their private realm to public
and semi-public spaces, where neighbors can interact with each other. Moreover,
the creation of distinctive environment in the neighborhood reinforces community
identity and a sense of attachment to place.

Physical design elements that enhance sense of community in neighborhood
are well-defined neighborhood, physical density, mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly design,

and public space.

Keywords: sense of community / social interaction / social network / neighborliness

/ pedestrian-friendly design / environmental design / new urbanism
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