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The Dynamic of Tai Yai Vernacular Houses
in Southeast Asia:
Thailand, Myanmar, China and India

Ornsiri Panin, Professor Emeritus

Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

This research paper emphasized on the comparative study of the Tai Yai
vernacular houses in Southeast Asia, in the vicinity of the latitude 18. N to 28. N.
The case studies contained the Tai yai vernacular house in Maehongson Thailand,
Kengtung, Myanmar, Muang Mao Dehong, Repablic of China and Siwasakorn, Assam India.
Thus of find the similarity and difference of the Tai yai vernacular houses. The study
found that the major culture of Tai yuan and Tai Kern in Thailand and Myanmar do not
play a great role to the change of Tai yai vernacular houses. The appearance is still
the timber house with timber structure buit on stilts. The rectangular floor plan with
“Buddha Shelf” and sleeping area which ended with the kitchen space respectively.
Covered with the hipped-gable roof form. The Tai Yai vernacular houses in Muang
Mao, Dehong, The Republic of China were overshadowed with major Chinese culture.
More degree of change than the Tai Yai in Thailand and Myanmar. Even if the floor
plan and overall house form still contained the old appearance of the timber house
built on stilts and also contained rectangular floor plan with the same approach us
the Tai Yai in Thailand and Myanmar, also have “Buddha Shelf” in the commmon room,
but lots of houses changed it’s appearance by building up the ground floor to use as
two stories house instead of house built on stilts. The degree of the hipped gable
roof transform from high to low angle which was quite similar to the Chinese house.
Lastly the Tai Ahom or Tai Yai in India which was located in the Hindu Culture, have
absolutely transformed to the Hindu house with one story rectangular floor plan with
side verandah covered with simple gable roof. The entrance of the house approach
from the side verandah to the common room and bedroom, no “Buddha shelf” the
house wall were mudded-wall with the insertion of bamboo structure. The old Tai
Yai vernacular house appearance didn’t exist at all.

In comparison with 4 case studies in Thailand, Myanmar China and India. The
remaining of Tai Yai vernacular houses appearance exist on Thailand and Myanmar,

Less in Dehong, Republic of China and none in Assam, India.
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