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Vernacular Architecture in Ecological Contexts of
the Songkhla Lake Basin,
Pattalung and Nakhon Si Thammaraj Province

Amarit Muadthong, Lecturer
Faculty of Architecture, Urban Design and Creative Arts

Mahasarakham University

Abstract

“Vernacular Architecture in Ecological Contexts of the Songkhla Lake Basin,
Pattalung and Nakhon Si Thammaraj Province” aims to study the cultural landscapes
and vernacular architecture which portray relationship with the surroundings covering
the northern area of Songkhla Lake. The focus is on the community whose members
have close relationship as relatives, then spread or moved somewhere else to earn
for their living. The findings concern how they adapt their ways of life and dwelling
so as to go compatibly with their surroundings which are the main factor for their life.

It was found from the study that the ecology of Talay Noi, a part of Songkhla
Lake, consists of various types of forests and plants like swamp forests, grasslands,
tropical rain forests, hills, and swamps. The ecology relates to types of water: fresh,
brackish, and salt water, which have close relationship with lives of human beings,
plants and animals. The locals are mostly fishermen and farmers. Later people work
with rubber plantation and prepare mat from “krajood”, local weed. Ecology, along
with beliefs and religions, also affect vernacular architecture. That is, building orien-
tation is on east-west direction. The rice barn is on the east side, with pavilion for
rest and assembly at the front. The floor is divided into levels so as to be suitable
for ventilation and purposes, as well we belief in seniority. South side is for sleeping.
Gardens of local plants are surrounded the house as fences, so they are ingredients
for cooking as well. The lower part of the house is also beneficial as it can be used
for types of activities. Hard wood and baked-clay tiles are important construction

materials for housing.
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This study leads to understanding in relationship with geographical and eco-
logical aspects which play important roles in ways of life and housing. In addition, the
value of landscapes, vernacular architecture, and close relationship of families are
realized. Waterways are not only circulation routes, but they are also the cause of
relationship and occupations. In addition, they can lead to ecological tourism which is
helpful in raising awareness of the locals and visitors, as well as income. Importantly,

realization in conservation will be more considered by stakeholders.

Key words: Cultural Ecology / Vernacular Architecture / Songkla Lake Basin /
Pattalung / Nakorn Si Thamraj

‘ ‘ NAJUA_2557.indd 197 @ 16/9/2557 14:14:35 ‘ ‘



AJUA_2557.i 9
NAJUA_2557.indd 198 +‘: 16/9/2557 14:14:35




