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The Building of Streets in Bangkok
and the Economic Advantages
of the Siamese Leading Class
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Abstract

Streets are vital elements of a city. They are not only traffic routes as com-
monly defined, but also places in which diverse social activities are carried out, e.g.
trading, socializing, political campaigning, relaxing, connecting and transporting. Due
to their association with accessibility, streets are essentially a leading device for urban
development and expansion.

The paper is concerned the development of streets in Bangkok during 1782-
1910 which is the period from the year of the Bangkok establishment until the end
of the Rama V’s Reign. It focuses on two main questions: why the streets were built?
and who are the prime beneficiary of their development? The paper shows that
although the government under the Reign of Rama IV and Rama V claimed that the
street development projects in Bangkok was initiated for the public sage, it is clear
that the street availability not only benefited the public at large, but also open up
the opportunity for the leading class in the Siamese society, including the royalty,
the aristocrats and the wealthy merchants, who commanded all street projects, to
acquire significant economic profits. With this, the paper concludes that the profit-
making motivation of the leading class was one of the key factors that influenced

the street development decision-making.

Key Words: Street / Bangkok / governing tradition / public benefit / leading class
/ land development / real estate business / row house / King Mongkut / King Chul-

alongkorn / Sampeng / Bang Rak / Ratcha Damnern street
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