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Local Wisdom and Development of Vernacular Houses in

Phetchaburi Basin: Potential for Community-based Preservation
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Abstract

The research project “Local Wisdom and Development of Vernacular
Houses in Phetchaburi Basin : Potential for Commmunity-Based Preservation”, is
one research project in the research program “The study for Conservation and
Development of the Built Environment in Phetchaburi Basin”, which stressed the
research frame work on cultural ecology, community ecosystem and sustainable
architecture. The specific sites of study are in Tayang District, Banlad District,
Muang Phetchaburi District and Banlaem District. This research emphasized the
settlement and physical conditions of 7 selected communities in relation to
Phetchaburi Basin and local wisdom in concerning with their living. The selected
types of community are the orchards, rice fields, crops fields, salt farms, shrimp
farms and fishery communities. The important issue is to study the different way
of living between the community which directly uses the sea natural resources
which can be reimbursed by nature and the community which plants and grows
crops harmonious to the natural environment, in order to evaluate the possibitity
for community-based conservation and development of the vernacular built
environment for emphasizing the identity of Phetchaburi, “The Living Historic City” and
its valuable cultural landscape. It was found that, among 7 selected communities,
the highest potential for community-based conservation and development of
vermicular built environment pointed to the fishery community of Ban Bangkunsai,
Ban Laem District, the mangrove community and special place for natural nursing
of cockle. Strong community-based stresses on preservation of their natural and
vernacular built environment to be mangrove forest natural classroom for their

youth and people.

Key Words :  built environment, local wisdom, vernacular houses, sea natural

resources, mangrove forest natural classroom

Research Grant from National Research Council 2007
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