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Urban Farming of Edible-nest Swiftlet on Reflexive Cultural Landscape
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Abstract
Edible-nest swiftlet (Collocalia fuciphaga), a mysterious bird of the World
History, lives in Southeast Asia. Its famous nest has been announced as an

ambrosial medical food.

Domesticating in caves near the river and sea, the edible-nest swiftlet
initially sustain its life by those enormous insects found in the local habitat. Later,
there was new habitat unintentionally emerged from human shelters in delta
town area. This phenomenon has both impact and profit to each place in terms

of economic, sociological and ecological aspects.

This paper is interested in several relativity of sheltering edible-nest swiftlet
in deep Gulf of Thailand and system dynamic of cultural landscape approached
both pros and cons with sustainability. Collaborative secondary data was obtained
from World crisis El nino in South-East Asia. Primary data was collected from a sub
group research “Cultural Landscape in Phetchaburi Basin” under the main title
called “The Study for Conservation and Development of the Built Environment
in Phetchaburi Basin”, granted by National Research Council of Thailand 2007 and

directed by Emeritus Professor Ornsiri Panin, Kasetsart University.

Edible-nest swiftlet farming developed from time to time, from economic
commaodity to a cultural agent. In the mean time, this farming business can become
an interesting factor to balance the threesome of local economy, sociology, and
ecology which leads to sustainable development. This knowledge, if properly
managed, will lead to beneficial win-win business and sustainable development

for both human and nature.
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