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Abstract

Most urban areas that have been settled and expanded continuously
for a long period are now in the era of recession and decline, physically and
economically, As a matter of fact this is a normal cycle of urbanization after a stage
of wealth and flourish for many decades. It was found that the main causes for such
decline are changes in transportation modes, as well as shifting of commercial,
business and service activities from the old centers to the suburbs which are more

suitable for new developments.

In the past 20 years, many cities and towns around the world have tried
vigorously to revitalize old and deteriorating areas in the centers aiming to bring
back prosperity by using various waterfront redevelopment strategies as a catalyst
for revitalization. However, as many local administration authorities in Thailand
which were given more roles and duties to develop their own territories are using

many new and creative strategy and means in achieving such goal and objective,
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some municipal authorities including Ubol Municipality are still utilizing obsolete
and ineffective strategy and means such as constructing roadways for cars,
introducing storm drainage pipelines and retaining wall for flood prevention.
Therefore, the objective of this paper is to search for innovative principles, concepts
and theories for planning and design of waterfront redevelopment projects as a
strategy and means to revitalize old and declining areas in the center such as
in Ubol City. In order to find the solution that is proven successful, documentary
research and field survey by the researcher, accumulating from 1977 up to present,

are employed as a research methodology

From a study of 12 waterfront redevelopment projects worldwide, it can
be concluded that recommendation for revitalization of old city center are as follow:
Principle structure and components include (1) the main circulation which is the
waterfront promenade, (2) major uses and activities of the waterfront should be
green open spaces and recreation areas and (3) supporting activities that use
public facilities, utilities and amenities. Elements of site planning and design in the
circulation category are (1) wide and spacious waterfront promenade, (2) service
roads and parking lots, (3) staircase and path to reach the river and water, and
(4) universal design for pedestrian movement circulation. In providing main
activities, buildings and magnets, (1) hard landscape multi-purpose areas for cultural
and recreation activities, (2) green open spaces, (3) focal points, (4) multi-purpose
buildings, and (5) contemporary artworks should be located for convenient use.
Moreover, supporting facilities, utilities and amenities such as (1) viewing point
observation spots and small pavilions for sitting, (2) durable lawn and street furniture,
(3) kiosks, gift shops, snack bars, restaurants, and toilets, as well as (4) retaining
walls for protecting a land slide and (5) a storm drainage system and facilities are

also recommended to be installed throughout in redeveloping waterfront areas.

Keywords : Waterfront Area, Old City Center, Redevelopment and Revitalization, Structure and

Element of Planning and Design
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