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Abstract

During the last 2 decades of the 20th Century, urban development trend
all over the world has been shifting from the mainstream ‘Modernization Theory’ to
‘Sustainable Development Theory’, which emphasizes using renewable resources
as well as conservation of cultural landscape heritage. The main objective of this
paper is to investigate recent development theories namely ‘Liveable’ and ‘Sustainable’
development and to review urban design paradigms from the practice in the U.S.A.
In the study, it was found that ‘Liveable’ and ‘Sustainable’ urban design paradigms
that have gained wide attention are ‘Compact City’ and ‘New Urbanism’. Further
more, development concepts applied during the past 50 years in major US cities
such as Philadelphia, Baltimore and San Francisco are similar to ‘Compact City’
and ‘New Urbanism’ paradigms. Finally, from such theories and practice, the paper
recommends a liveable and sustainable development concepts and principles for

planning and designing of cities in Thailand.
Keywords : Liveable City, Sustainable Development, Urban Design Paradigms
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