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The Community Centers and Sustainable Culture:
Dehong Dai Community, China
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Abstract

The long existence of vernacular communities with their ethnic identities and their adap-
tation in conformity with the natural environment has been conceived of as an ideal model of
sustainability. However, while the traditional model images in terms of settlement, community
characteristics, and architecture have often been used to assess other communities concerningthe
state of sustainability, the whole context of their cultural environment must not be ignored. Thisis
because many vernacular communities have been infiltrated and influenced by other cultures.
Therefore, while the state of sustainability should be created within their own community and
among other communities, the matter of protecting their own identities and integrating other cul-
tures are very important issues. In other words, the assessment of sustainability is quite a subtle
matter since the context of each community is different.

From the study of Tai-Yai communities at Nasiechun, Hansa, and Tateanghun in Dehong
Dai, China, it was found that according to the patterns of existing folk cultural landscapes which
were based on tradition, particularly with reference to orientation, the community centers play
very meaningful roles. Since these roles are implications of how the Dais preserved their own
identities, assimilated other cultures, and established their community centers, it was therefore
possible to use the community center as an indicator of sustainability. In fact, the community
center has long been considered an essential part of the Dai way of life. Even though the location
of the community center may be altered, it still has influence on the worldviews of those who
reside within its embrace to respect and to protect the natural environment. As the status quo is
preserved, it could be said that these Dai communities have reached the state of sustainability
based on their own present culture.

Keywords: Community center, Culture, Sustainability

This article was edited and rewritten based on the research “Cultural Landscape in Shan Communities: Case Study in
Dehong Dai, China” by Chaiyasit Dankittikul and Singhanat Sangsehanat which is a sub-topic under the research
“Local Wisdom, Development and Relationship between Thai and Tai Vernacular Houses: Sustainable Quality in
Vernacular Houses,” supported by TRF Senior Research Scholar, The Thailand Research Fund (TRF)
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