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The Concepts of Architectural Conservation From the
18% to the End of the 20" Century : From Sentiment and
Faith to the Shared Heritage of Humankind
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Abstract

The idea of conservation of ancient monuments as valuable heritage was conceived in
Europe since ancient times but known only among intellectuals. It became widespread in the 18"
century when the industrial revolution took place. There was a theoretical argument in the 19%
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century over whether the monuments should be restored to their perfect glory or be left untouched
to preserve their authenticity. Wars in the 20" century destroyed innumerable monuments. This
led to a movement to protect ancient monuments perceived as common heritage of humankind.
Activities began materializing after the Second World War when UNESCO was found in 1946.
This was followed by a conference of major significance in Venice in 1964 supported by UNESCO
which resulted in the Venice Charter as the reference tool for conservation of ancient monuments
throughout the world. In the same year UNESCO also assisted the establishment of ICOMOS
which aimed at creating an international network for conservation. By the end of the 20" century
many countries questioned the principal idea behind the Venice Charter on the preservation of
“authenticity” as to whether it was appropriate for the cultural diversities of its members around
the world. This brought about another significant meeting at Nara in 1994 which concluded that
each nation should adhere to international charters yet respect the local conservation custom and
create a balance between the requirements of local culture and that of the international commu-
nity.

Keywords : Conservation concepts the 18*-20* century
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