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Methods for Determining Thermal Resistance
Values of Wood Frame Walls and Steel Frame
Walls
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Abstract

This article looks at the heat transfer behaviors of wood and steel frame walls and meth-
ods used for determining the thermal resistance values of these walls. Several research studies
reveal that using different methods results in different thermal resistance values of the walls.
Understanding the strengths and the limitations of each method will help in choosing an appropri-
ate method for determining the thermal resistance values of both the wood and steel frame walls.

Keywords: Thermal resistance value, Wood frame wall, Steel frame wall
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*i%msmshﬂ'mﬁmmumm{amamﬁfﬂmaﬂiﬂ'ﬂﬁua:mﬁn

anugndasnniige (ASHRAE, 2001: 25.1) usinsmen
ﬂﬂumumufmmaummmmﬂha-mn'lumaﬂgmﬂ
uszludusnlsdrelummasey

& Metering
Climate Guard
Chamber Chamber

11 4 Guarded Hot Box i Oak Ridge National Laboratory, USA
Yiy1: http://www.ornl.gov/scifroofs+walls/research/
detailed_papersiwhole_bldg/pdf_files/heating7-2.pdf

Wisuifisudanudunmwanadaniivn laves
uAazIs
TumsfinnuSoufsu i3S mamaanusiums
anuauvasniindszdlinnugndasnnissedals
Taovaly 'ﬂ.n.ﬁm.lmuunmsmiﬂnmwmwnnﬂm
goni lag fohfldnnmmessunneisesslaols
Guarded Hot Box URENARALANNIAITIN ASTM 236

r-1 o d o 4 - ;
faanu andaifigs deazvnsfldanisnasi

anlduBaundioy funefildrnlusunsaiuanwy 2-
D uae 3-D Heat Transfer wia 35msauimdwiia (Par-
allel Path, Isothermal Planes, Zone, Modified Zone)
luns@flifinaainms nesausianldlumalioy
Wioy fezSsufioudsmeswmmefianulysunsy

g winsund uaz aswwmu muun

ATUITMUL 2-D %39 3-D Heat Transfer WNUNANS
annuSouifiouiieed (emef 1)

1. Kosny wusz Christian (1995: 780-781)
WRnufsuss Aldenmsmaamusunusmuion
yasalaslFlusunsuAuisiuuy 3-D Heat Transfer
Aunefildnmmesauiumtands wurilusmusauis
Tasanin 'l ddranuuandralitin £2% daunts
Tassnirumndsmanuuandlaoads 4.74%

2. Carpenter (2001: 2) Wisuifivunaiild
MNNMIMAIANIMRNUA NN Tanvanilaslsis
Parallel Path MulUsunsusnuImiil$3% 2-D Heat Trans-
fer WU MANNTUMUANATanaInialasani e
fisurmlands Parallel Path'i]..ajﬂ"mﬁéﬂ’l'm’lﬂ'n
Tusunsuduanlaiadoyszanm 2.2 % d@unts
Tnﬂﬂﬂ':mnnum:umglmmﬂﬂmaaa 70%

3. Kosny W8z Desjarlais (1994: 8) 1ifSuuifiny
nafiled mInmImaanudwmuaaiaulesldSs Iso-
thermal Planes Method fuTusunsusnuinidileis 2-0
Heat Transfer WuinaaudwmMuaNuiauaInNn
Tasenlal figwaolags Isothermal Plane Method
axfianfieanin mslTusunsusmaniszan 2.83%

4. Tuluca, Lahiri, WRe Zaidi (1997: 553)
Wisuifioudn anudiuniuauionuaInws
Tasensrandn Aldan mseuatueeds Parallel Path
Method, Isothermal Method, Zone Method, was Modified
Zone Method fulysunsusmasilsh% 2-D Heat Trans-
fer wuidEmMsduniinslndidssiunslslusunsy
AUt mn'ﬁqﬂﬁe Modified Zone Method lagsidniad

- o ' AN s ‘ w w  ad
M5 1 usaImsiisuifisudianuuandsi ldanmsmadmenudumuanuionvadudssis
maMmuAnman ldommsmnmanumumunnueu (%)
YHAYBINNI P s
~ or
Parallel thfr‘r"; o | Zone M;g:f::d Heat | TEST
Transfer
2.2 ® Carpenter, 2001
mialnsansall 2.83 . Kosny & Desjarlais, 1994
2 ] Kosny & Christian, 1995
70 ® Carpenter, 2001
. , 33 42 46 ° Tuluca, Lahiri, Zaidi, 1997
HAlATIAT
. ® Kosny & Christian, 1995
Man
13.5 6.5 ® Kosny & Christian, 1995
4.74 Kosny & Christian, 1995

il e d 3 et ol 1 ﬂ.ﬂ " e L A L
RNELAG: E’ fgdtmman (4) MhanldduaBeufisuniinsdug (B) ﬂummtwszq'h HIan i
wiinanauandsldangas (R R IR )7100 % nydifidnuniifiimsAnsnannnd 1 vy algdnalie
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IR RE U AT BR TR L ATIn lduasiRan

LaREI2IN LAY 6% luanefidtnmsiug
ﬁfi'm'nmuﬂnmdﬁgan'hﬁaiﬁa Parallel Path Method
(33%), Isothermal Method (42%), usz Zone Method
(46%)

5, Kosny W&s Christian (1995; ?B? -788)
WS rufisusn anudumuamaiassasniifidw o
1ae3% Zone Method War Modified Zone Method
fuAtaudumMu anafausasniafildainnis
namauntisnds Fudunialaseanlansfifianiu
Yszwinalasens 9mIu 15 @28619 Wuin Zone
Method Senamuuaneslasiade 13.5% dam Modrﬁad
Zone Method Sifnanuuanens laziadle 6.5% wananit
galaSoufisuaanudiumu anuiouusInd
FamurmeedE Modified Zone Method fulysunsa
ApNRILADS 99N seuanmLY Finte  Difference
Tasfnwannuialaseasaunin 1uau 200 1fie
wuiﬂﬂmmwtmnwi"mayjﬁﬂi:mm +2%

MnuanIAnEdInsnTsiugliifiuindmiu
wialasanin 1l 58msewrnlasls3s Parallel Path v3a
Isothermal Planes Methods w:lnafilndidnsnuss
myawanlaslslusunsunauiaiaes (2-D or 3-D Heat
Transfer) uadBnomesidiavinunlflunisewammen R
wasnikslasansramin st i iinnuuandradoudn
39 swiuikilassnirnin 35 Modified Zone Method
winafindifiatunsildmnmsewndslsuns
fauRanainIa nmMImagauINHIIITINNINNINAT
fug Tesfinmssmwnlaslysunsunauiamafises
Inafilndidanunsnasauanaissdaralusiu
gantalasans Wuazlasaasnan

A1AINATWNIRAITNTanBasu laTIN

(Whole Wall R-Value)
msmsanusumMuanauiantasniilasialy
sAaamclusuvasiifivuaclasinianen (Clear-
wal) il ldRnsandantidinasandanusuang
2898191T IHMITAIFIANNIUNIRANUTEUVBINIL
Tass23 (Whole wall R-value) SsfasiamiiatSianisassa
#na9 daptiu A8AlSunsew s udaslslisunsy
Faunsnsw mmsseruwanuiauLsimsasdafiin
fnwoe 3 0@ (Three Dimensional Heat Transfer) 'l
Tael$95 58Utk 1% 3-D Finite Different TUsunsa
AFinasiinsmaraunsiildanmsawianySay
Weutusniyelastslidadlndidssiunsiile sinms
Jagsstoufinsvinanly  msmadanedunueMy
fauaasnialausiy (Whole wall R-value) in v 'lét

USmmn wwnsund use astyWant gaiun

TasmslsTusunsuduwindianudumuanuion
uaanuauﬂaymu ouléiun Clear Wall uss nmusnm
saunanumuauq PpIMTNNTUI ALY
auFas s Ui luudssdufiinadasninms
inanufeudfiuandnanyu GIxunsA [6] (Kosny and
Desjarlais, 1994; 5)

R, === +Z S

(. W i

R = mﬂﬂumumuﬂﬂmawaawm'[ﬂus‘:aj[m KIW]

A = ams’nmmm’nawumaaummumﬂ‘u clear wall
mawuwwmmnuﬂ [

A = aﬂ':1munmuﬁumaawmmumﬂmamia
Buud i ﬂawuﬂwuam'ﬁm [

R = fanudumMuanyTonvaIniE Ay clear
wall [ m* KW ]

R = mmmmumunnmamlmnmam‘nmamﬁa
LL'!J‘U‘Y'II[I‘I'I KW ]

PMNANTANBUBY Christian UWas Kosny (1996:
60-62) WunEIuU Nk R s lun1swan
aufun A uiautantuiinadad1nI
fMunuanufansasntifin lduanenaiu smiy
rkalasans sl Avnnisdnuronua 376ia f Whole
wall R-value a:Sisnfiennin Clear wall R-value 9.1 fia
16.3% swwilannimEnAvnmsansanae 7
290 WL §1 Whole Wall R-value 3z nfiennrnen Clear
wall R-value 17.4 83 26.5 % WaNMIANENBIMAN
fannutniulunisiadseintniwvesndslae
RAFONINAN Whole wall R-value wnw ilasaniiluein
anusuanufoulasrufiRursanfsudio uas
wibaflndidafuamwaaniinads

msﬁmsm’lﬂ"m‘nuﬁ'ﬁumuﬂ'nu%'aulaugmneh
Center-of-Cavity R-value %38 Clear wall R-value 919
mivmaSouisudssimiawlunisdunuany
Fauwednis uancUszinnasnaniauananuiy
=3 B A J r=} L ] 4
a-n"im MNAITNN 2 LNBLLEHULHEJUN%&Iﬂ‘SJﬂE'l‘?‘lN
{Nm‘n 1) uazHHIlaTINTIANEN (:mm 3) 3 mm‘muo
‘YI 3 fisin Cawty wall R-value ﬂmna’mmﬂ 1(146 :
13.6) Lmtuam'nm'l HuaTﬂﬂnaJLLm wilad 3 ndudlen
Whole wall R-value ﬁmmwmn 1 (6.1 :9.6) #iD
maSeufisunitlaseninlad oksh 2) ussustalase

' = | o o o

ATVUNRN (HUIN 4) HUIN 4 921AN Clear wall R-value
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FFmsmisanusunmueesantadral assas liesiran

ﬂmm’mmﬂ 2 (118 : 108) waintiafl 4 ndudien
Whole wall R-value nmmwmﬂ 2 (9.5:9.9) (Husu
wananil Nuaa’nmsam-ﬁuwuanﬂsmw Clear wall
WULLE BT uziien Clear wall R-value Ailvinfis anadlen
Whole wall R-value fiuanednanwld  fuitsdansn
fidasu vostaada (Uizg Wile19) uRzdnmmE
28970060 USIMAT 9 19% WIINLAY WiEanunEs
Nﬁﬂﬁuﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂdﬂ%aﬂizﬂﬁﬁﬁdﬁu (Kosny, 2004: 4)

FEmsmfanudumuanatauvaniiilassi
(Whole wall R-value) ﬁuﬁauﬂ’ws_jamn wlasandas
AUITAIANAATUNUANNTBUTBINIINAN S FIU
asznauiu Snvesiiudasltlusunsumsauam
ﬂ‘ivLﬂ‘I’l 2D %38 3D Heat Transfer éﬂpﬂmnﬂmaau
wumumwmmwmwa ‘lﬂun'rsa*s'w'[ﬂiummwalﬁ
Tun13fuam Whole wall R-value Arzaanin
walthunsusinandalidednalwsasmasdnwneanas
ﬁﬂh;J'n'h?u‘JuwTuuuu"Lumsﬁwmm FadwResanans
Fwden anmaaﬂﬂ'lmmnnummaasaumanﬂmﬂan
gafilainndin wﬂw"Lumanuanwm..mmwm’ﬁ’
Tsunsudasmsfinmn (m‘lua,mua'[ﬂmnsmwumu
#nawuan)

S u¥nsund uass YW mmn

n*na‘gi.l
MIMFIANLAUMUANUTanva Nt AT
s E e e P A = o o
asTuuideAunesas St nTREINITNATWITE
#ehefa 114 Parallel Path Method, Isothermal Method,
Zone Method, Modified Zone Method w%a3%
L] dl @ B X
MINMWIWATUTaUIU 15 2-D wia 3-D Heat Trans-
d e g o o o
fer FstndudasltlusunsunanRamaslumsainin
uazdsnsnasaunnuilia3ilasld Guarded Hot Box
A & A o a4 o & T
wmmﬁnmmmwmhmaﬂgwuumm'mmw
MGEEES
L] L]

FEmsmaa U umMuATIN Uy BN
fiusdafranudunuanuionsasntifinlad
wananaruly iWesi U lunseumeiilasenin
Tdentalaseasrunin anmadSeufinuiany
Funuemaiaufisnaldvesudssiawui smy
wkalasans 1yl weftldanmsswnnleeds Parallel
Path #3g Isothermal Planes Method a:einfilaiuan
snafuannEnAUMSIETUSUNTUAWITIUY 2-D Heat
Transfer wagmwiLnialassnsandnarldainiss
FaszuAneatudauihann S5amanateluimansie:

@791 2 WigufisudanudumuenySeurasuiindasiseunm

THAUDINYS

Cavity Wall | Clear Walf Whole Wall
R-value

hi'FiBlu

R-value
hit' F/Bu

R-value
Wi F/BIu

2x4 wood stud wall 16-in. (40 ¢m.) o.c.
R-11 batts

Ye-in. (1.3 cm.) plywood (exterior)

Ye-in. (1.3 ecm.) gypsum board (interior)

13.6 10.6 9.6

2x4 wood stud wall 24-in. (60 cm.) o.c.
R-11 batts

Y2-in. (1.3 ecm.) plywood (exterior)

Ye-in. (1.3 cm.) gypsum board (interior)

13.6 10.8 9.9

R-11 batts

3| %-in. (1.3 cm.) plywood (exterior)
Y%-in. (1.3 cm.) wood siding

¥-in. (1.3 cm.) gypsum board (interior)

3-% -in. (8.9-cm.) Metal stud wall, 16-in. (40-cm.) o.c.

14.6 7.4 6.1

R-11 batts

3 Y-in. (1.3 em.) plywood (exterior)

1-in. (2.5 cm.) EPS sheathing

Y%-in. (1.3 cm.) wood siding

Ye-in. (1.3 cm.) gypsum board (interior)

3-Y2 -in. (8.9-cm.) Metal stud wall, 16-in. (40-cm.) o.c.

18.6 9.5

‘?Ilm: Christian and Kosny, 1996: 61-62
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PNEEINTINNTH58u 1ag3% 2-D Heat Transfer
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Taol¥ Guarded Hot Box ﬁ"m:ﬂﬂ'nunmamﬁauag"lu
229052304 8%
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sunsuillumsdmwmmndianasunmuansian

1.EZframe Version 2 iiulusunsufilflummnsanushumusuiausssnislassasaliviowmsn
891455 nsewanALUY Zone Method uss Isothermal Planes Method Aifldsunsumunsalataysvamils 1iu
wnauasszesisadlasei (yidlanzinsmslasininuuuzud ©) auuiuanuiaud azﬂwnaa'[maﬂ:'n
wazdaglalassain wmmmman'imwnnz!n-mfwaﬂs.taﬂiuiﬁﬂmmmalaﬂﬂﬂummmﬂﬂfﬂsamn
muwanszyldunga 5 jayer daumsluszyldunga 3 jayer Tussnsyazswania s umManyian
YDIHWIURS Ltmaﬂaﬁ'lmmm R-value Usz U-value {ﬂmnmmﬂmT@u California Energy Commrss:onzum‘iﬁatmm
Tusunsudistnuszanm 14 USD @mumammumu‘lﬂw hitp:/iwww.energy.ca.gov/efficiency/computer_prog_list.himi

2.Modified Zone Method Calculator (Julusunsuflflumsmdranuduniuanusonsasnia
Tassaunan Tasls3Smsmuwinuuy Modified Zone Method pﬂ'ﬁ'{ﬁmnmmmmlmmgwamm 1w 1we
wRsTzEz¥ITaslaTIAT (iwu'mmww*mnwndmwﬂnmmﬁm ) au’mnumwmauﬂaﬂlwﬁﬂa’[maﬂﬂq
wsedmglalasns (wlsmouanszyldinnga 3 layer munmmulus:u‘lﬂmnm 2 layer) laglusunsy
¥R TR aRTBT LA R a T lEManaNRames srflusastdur arunde
vaslowiBianlasinin demudumuenuioufidensiifiomlasiain sewinnlasnsa  (Center of Cavity
R-value) URHN3IU (Clear Wall R-value) Tusunswilwanndusl oak Ridge National Labs Uszinaamizaiasni
Wuldsunsuwsfimansolsldiumsduaaiidie gﬂaﬂ:;‘é‘amﬁmaﬂﬁﬁ http:/iwww.omnl.goviscifroofs+walls/cal-
culators/modzone
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3.Therm 5.2 huldsunsuiisansmi iUt slumssuimmaamadumuanuieuwraswilnsnti
LU NI NNTINRBIMTAINIUANNTANULY 2 U@ (Two Dimensional Heat Transfer) lapliifnisenuitiuy
Finite Element Method fflflilsunsuminsnladaysasmislasmadeugivaslassainuseiagliofnn ussifan
sz mm}aamﬂﬂh mmmmmwa’mﬂiﬁmmaa‘lﬂmumwﬁa-ams mmm‘lmmaﬂﬂ'Nﬂs’iﬂ,uﬁﬁaﬂﬁnuma 9
e LLaw'annﬂa‘suau‘numaamﬂﬁa{mmin Iﬂmnsmtaﬂwan’lsmmmﬂ'lﬁ‘lu%mﬁanwm* CiaT
uansfiemanisinsuosanadan seugunnil uazdn U-factor FyganToiane I BIAA A IR
anuSeutaInna e la Iﬁmnmuwmmmm Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) Nnauh
snailnesldwinnduaaiiile grse ziBpaRaniiuleR htp:/Avindows.bl.govisoftwareftherm/therm.html

4Whole Wall R-value Calculator L:Jufﬂsunsmlﬁmmmmmm‘\umumwamm{ﬂm’m (Whole
wall R-value) Iﬂnlﬁmwﬂaua‘n‘lm’anmsmmmfﬂal‘ﬁ'[ﬂmnsuﬂaummas 3-D Heat Transfer B3enuImiann
nunthuNn andetwien m-ﬂﬂmnmmmsdmauamaouua LB Tmaﬂsn'lwsamsn PUNALRTTIHER
yaslazanin s*u'tmam*'[maﬂﬂ'asﬂm o)) dssunmasawuiunaiaiia glutaslassnin Taqllalasiain
{s*u‘l@uwm’ﬁummuﬂuuﬂawmu) Torlusunsaasynmssuanmear s umua s auuasuan s il
aeanauRaee’ TUsunsuiiwanntui Oak Ridge National Labs Usznasnigaiaim Duldsunsunsfisansalsle
HumMsdunediila anyRLe Uﬂmumﬂﬂﬂ http:/Awww.ornl.govisci/roofs+walls/AWT finteractiveCalculators/Online/
index.him
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