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FOREWORD

This issue of “Na Jua” — Journal of the Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University, coincides
with the 6% Cycle (72" Birthday Anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and thus takes the
opportunity to join in and commemorate the auspicious occasion. As usual, the purpose of the
journal is to encourage faculty members to produce academic writings in the form of articles,
reviews, summary reports of studies and researches according to accepted standards, on architecture
and related fields. Since the inaugural issue, aimed humbly at the level of the faculty and proudly
claims to be the first academic architectural journal published in Thailand 24 years ago, it has
today developed into a publication that is slowly finding its way to the international level.

The first issue was published in 1980 under the editorship of Associate Professor Anuvit
Charernsupkul at the time when Professor Ornsiri Panin was the Faculty Dean. The evolution of
its content over the years reflects changes that have taken place in terms of academic mission,
progress, and development within the Faculty of Architecture at Silpakorn University since her
establishment in 1955. From the Faculty of “Thai” Architecture, which offered only a diploma
program in Thai Architecture, the Faculty of Architecture today offers programs from diploma up
to doctoral levels with subjects ranging from vernacular and traditional to international and
contemporary architecture. Entering her 50 year and with the motto “Thai Wisdom, Modern
Knowledge, Sustainable Society”, the Faculty now has altogether 12 academic programs. It is of
no surprise therefore, that this 20" issue of Na Jua should contain a variety of articles on topics
ranging from local folk wisdom to technical advancements in other countries as well as on
conservation and sustainable urban development. Furthermore, apart from the papers written by
our own leading academicians, there are also those submitted by recognized foreign academics
such as professors Ross King (former dean of the Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Building,
University of Melbourne, Australia) and M. Santosa (former head of the Department of Architecture,
Faculty of Engineering, Gajah Mada University, Indonesia).

Finally the Faculty wishes to thank the authors in this issue for their papers; the peer reviewers;
the editorial board: Ms. Duang-ngern Poonpol, Mr. Pinai Sirikiatkul, Ms. Supitcha Tovivich, Mr.
Satta Panyakaew (who designed the layout), and assistant professors Vichai Boonvas, Supagtra
Suthasupa (Ph.D.) - editor, and Den Wasiksiri - editorial consultant. The latter two especially,
have worked with dedication on the past three issues and were responsible for helping to transform
the journal into one with a more international outlook.

Sitthiporn Piromruen (Associate Professor)
Dean, Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University
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