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Abstract

The present trend in society’s increasing consciousness towards urban and cultural
landscape conservation is greatly affecting urban planning and its physical development. Following
the plan for development of provinces and local administrative bodies throughout the country,
many communities are already drawing up projects for urban conservation with the sole expectation
of reaping economic benefits from the tourism industry. In the opinion of the author, it appears that
the basic idea behind conservation is being largely misunderstood by stakeholders and is based on
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a narrow view. This leads to conflicts in the conservation process resulting in ineffectiveness, and
makes the undertaking less beneficial than it could otherwise be when in fact urban and
environmental conservation has many virtues and deserves to be encouraged into action.

So that planning for conservation and implementation may be carried out in the proper
direction, this paper intends to clarify the misconceptions by presenting the basic concepts and
principles of conservation beginning with definition of terminologies, discuss the incentives, criteria,
and identifying the subject. It also makes reference to The Burra Charter and China ICOMOS
which differ in content details, and points out that each country should first adapt them to suit the
local context. There are also many different means that may be imposed on conservation projects
such as legal or financial approach for example, and it is interesting to note that disagreements
within the community will inevitably arise involving technicalities and politics. Over the past thirty
years, there have been numerous urban and cultural landscape conservation projects in Thailand
and other countries. The author has had the opportunity to study and experience 9 projects namely,
Williamsburg; South Street Seaport in New York; Philadelphia, in USA; Burobudur - Bhramanan;
Kraton Sultan’s Palace, in Yogyakarta, Indonesia; Historical areas in Chiangmai, Phrae, Lamphun
and Phitsanuloke in Thailand. Each project has its own character and success in varying degrees.
Nevertheless they all possess something interesting that deserves to be studied by those concerned

with conservation.

Keywords: Conservation; Urban planning and development; Cultural landscape
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