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Abstract

The article examines the pattern and physical characteristics of Japanese shop houses
and architectural details dealing with function, space, connection, elevation and their elements in
the specific area (Gion, Kyoto, Japan). The study begins with investigating the meaning and
interpretation of Japanese vernacular house, shop house and Japanese measuring system.

The data collection methods include field surveys, during the author’s study of the
Architectural Engineering Course at Tokyo, Japan in 2001, incorporated with the study of secondary
data and literature reviews related to Vernacular Japanese Architecture.

The analysis emphasizes the identification of common architectural elements and details.
The study result reveals the attitude towards the space of the Japanese shop house in Kyoto,
Japan.

Keywords: Japanese vemmacular architecture, Japanese shop house, Japanese measuring system
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