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Evolution of the Urban Plaza: Thailand and
Western Countries
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Abstract

This research compares the evolution of the urban plaza in Thai cities, from the Ayutthaya
period to the present time, with those in Western cities, from the Greek period to modern American.
Since the urban form, of which the urban plaza is one part, is influenced by physical, economic,
socio-cultural and political factors, their study should therefore take a holistic approach. However,
only the most important factors are emphasized here. The study shows that the urban plaza, an
element long associated with European and American cities, is not a ‘native’ urban element of Thai
cities. None of the above-mentioned factors supported the use of the urban plaza in Thailand,
especially before the current reign. Only four plazas were established in Bangkok from the reign of
King Rama I to that of King Rama VIII, and three of them were established either by the kings or
to accommodate monarchic rituals. All the urban plazas in commercial districts of Bangkok were
built during the current reign (since 1946), and all were built by the private sector. They mainly
accommodate commercial and entertaining activities.
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