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Editorial

This issue of “The Journal of the Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University” contains
12 interesting articles that can be divided into 3 groups: traditional Thai architecture, 5 topics;
environmental design, 3 topics; and studies and researches in architecture, 4 topics. All of them
are considered to be beneficial to the accumulation and development of knowledge in architecture
and related fields.

Praves Limparangsri, a National Artist and a lecturer at the Faculty, presents A Brief
Account of Ganesha —a Hindu deity, based on old notes taken from the teaching of his master
back in 1952. The article describes different aspects of Ganesha: his background, attire, various
names by which he is known, and other details.

Somjai Nimlek, also a lecturer at the Faculty, describes the different types of Pedestals
of Traditional Thai Architecture with illustrations pointing out that their designs varied depending
on the periods and schools according to each different region.

Ornsiri Panin and Somkid Jiratatsanakul, members of the Faculty, provide insight
into the subject of Vernacular Shop Buildings in Towns. This article is a summary of the study
that is part of the research on cultural diversity with an emphasis on the central region. Itinvestigates
into the origins, developments, physical conditions, and future prospects of these buildings.

Local architecture in Thailand is also of interest to foreign academics as well. David
O’Brien, a scholar and a lecturer at the University of Melbourne, Australia, looks into the
development of new housing typologies in northeastern Thailand in Moderated Influence:
Globalisation and Thai Housing. In his findings, he discovered that globalisation affected rural
housing patterns as well as people’s way of life, and that traditional houses have been modified to
incorporate new technologies in adapting to contemporary situations.

In spite of that, Thai people nevertheless are still attached to beliefs and customs
concerning the house, such as constructing a spirit house and performing a ceremony to erect the
first pole of a new house for example. These rituals serve to bless the house and protect the
occupants from dangers. Nuttinee Karnchanaporn, a lecturer from King Mongkut’s University
of Technology, Thonburi, who is currently pursuing her doctoral degree at the Architectural
Association Graduate School, UK, examines this superstitious yet significant issue in Fear in the
Contemporary Thai Domestic Space. She takes a look at the extent to which traditional

sanctities and defenses (against fear) exist within the modern day context of Bangkok.
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Aside from the topics relating to traditional and vernacular architecture, environmental
design issues are presented here focusing at the urban scale. In The Nature of Urban Design:
The Lessons of Experience, - Jon Lang, a professor and a scholar in urban design at the
University of New South Wales, Australia, describes and distinguishes the past developments in
urban design into 2 types. The project type (artifacts of urban design), and procedural type
(process by which those artifacts were created). These two may have some overlaps with each
other. The article illustrates that what distinguishes urban design from landscape architecture and
architecture is its piece-by-piece project design. It concerns the qualities of built form that enhance
the quality of life for each society in its cultural setting. Establishing urban and building design
guidelines is thus the primary concern of urban design work.

Apiradee Kasemsook and Sarayut Supsook (lecturers from Faculty of Architecture,
Silpakorn University and Chulalongkorn University, respectively), who are both Ph.D. candidates
at the University College London, UK, submitted the article Configuring Network: Changes
in Spatial Structure of Bangkok and Local Areas. The study examines the spatial system of
Bangkok by using the concept of Space Syntax. Findings show that the spatial system of the
road network in Bangkok is similar to those of other cities despite the influence of the canal
network. Thus as the city grew, the emphasis on road-oriented development caused the local
historic areas to become more and more segregated from the structure of the city as a whole.

Montean Attajunya, a master’s degree graduate in urban design from the Faculty’s
Department of Urban Design and Planning (the class of Y2K), presents a summary of his thesis
on Urban Open Space Design Guidelines for Residents’ Gathering: A Case Study of
Low-Income Condominiums. His study reveals that space and environment are related to
group-gathering behavior. The space with three-sided enclosure for example, encourages group-
gathering behavior more than the space that is enclosed otherwise. The proportion of the width
of space to the height also has effects on the gathering behavior. He therefore developed design
guidelines for such space and environment in low-income condominiums to serve the residents.

The remaining articles in this issue are related to studies and researches. Ajaphol
Dusitnanond, a part-time lecturer at the Faculty, explored the problems that limited students’
creativity in his Developing the Method for Teaching Project Design: A Case Study of 3rd
Year Studio Projects at Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University. In this paper, the
author attempts to advocate a new model based on the concept of student centered learning by
inferring that the integration of theoretical and practical aspects would help students learn to solve

* problems and work together as a group whilst creating a more stimulating environment for learning.
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In Eco Architecture as One of Design Research in Indonesia, Professor M.
Santosa, Chairman of the Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering, form Gadjah
Mada University, Indonesia, shares his views about current studies and researches in architecture.
He claims that architecture and urban design are partly responsible for inducing ecological
problems. Some of his examples are the use of timbers for constructing large-scale buildings
causing deforestation, and the asphalt road construction that lead to the loss of water catchment
areas. Eco architecture, which is the study of architecture focusing on ecology and sustainability,
would therefore be one of the ways to solve the problems.

Kitchai Jitkhajornwanich, a lecturer at the Faculty, contributes with New Concept in
Thermal Comfort Research. He considers the classic study of thermal comfort derived from
research in steady-state condition differs from that of the actual and transient environment. The
new concept in thermal comfort research, therefore, takes into consideration the dynamism of the
environment and the dimension of psychological comfort of human beings.

In addition to this, Pantuda Puthipiroj, also a lecturer at the Faculty is concerned with
the topic of energy conservation. Instruments for Studies and Research in Energy
Conservation and Considerations for Choosing Proper Instruments discusses the
instruments used for collecting data which measures four variables: temperature, humidity, air
velocity, and solar radiation.

In conclusion, these twelve articles form a combination of diverse knowledge, and it is
hoped that they are of benefit to readers as well as useful for on-going and further studies.
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