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The Kinship of the Vernacular Houses of The Orang Siam in

Kelantan Malaysia

Emeritus Professor Ornsiri Panin
Faculty of Architecture,
Kasetsart University

abstract

“Orang Siam” in Kelantan are the Thai-Malaysian people who
were settled down in Northem Malaysia for more than 600 years ago.
There are 2 groups of “Orang Siam”. The first group were settled
down around 600 years ago, the other came later but neverthe-
less not after the Anglo-Siamese Treaty. The originality of “Orang
Siam” is always questioned. Whether they came from Sukothai since
600 years ago, are they the same group as the Malaysian people
in Kelantan, or Narathevas. With holistic study in local dialect and
vernacular houses of the “Orang Siam” in comparison with the
Buddhist Thai in Southern Thailand in addition with local wisdom on
living, It was found that, the “Orang Siam” vernacular houses and
local wisdom on living, fishery, faith, religious and belief are quite
familiar with the Songkla vernacular house and are very closed to
the Takbai Narathevas house. But the analysis from the vernacular
houses kinship can be verified the. Sameness only with the house
ages not more than 200 years. Searching beyond, can not read from
vernacular houses, which the houses ages didn’t last that long. But

the question is still interesting to search for the answer
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