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Ancient Beliefs in Cultural Landscapes and Settlement of the
Hmong at Baan Nam Pong Village, Sam Tai Subdistrict,
Hua Phan District, Lao PDR

Chanpeng Thao
Faculty of Architecture, Supanuwong University
Luangprabang, Laos PDR.

Kreangkrai Kirdsiri, Ph.D.
Department of Architecture,
Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

This article, “Ancient Beliefs in Cultural Landscapes and Settlement of the
Hmong at Baan Nam Pong Village, Sam Tai Subdistrict, Hua Phan District, Lao PDR”, is
a part of the research “Cultural Surroundings of the Hmong Based on Ancient Beliefs,
Case Studlies of Baan Nam Pong and Baan Huai Hai Village, Sam Tai Subdistrict, Hua
Phan District, Laos PDR”.

This article aims at studying beliefs in supernatural factors affecting and influenc-
ing lifestyles and settlement of the Hmong. Due to their ancient beliefs, supernatural
factors and faith towards their ancestors still exist although they have moved to
other places. Such beliefs have been strong and have rarely changed through times,
especially in remote areas where development, communication, and exchange with
other groups seldom happen. Baan Nam Pong and Baan Huai Hai Village are the
clear examples then they were chosen for the study because of their geographical
and cultural aspects. Beliefs in settlement can be divided into “Beliefs in Kwan: the
Mental State Related to Morale”, “Beliefs in Gods (in the Sky)”, “Beliefs in Super-
natural Aspects in Surroundings” and “Beliefs in Supernatural Aspects in Dwellings”.
The aforementioned factors are so strong that the locals still live the traditional life
which can be clearly noticed in terms of ways of life, traditions, ritual, especially in
settlement where management in agricultural areas, natural spaces, water supply,

and housing and construction are found.
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