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Cultural landscape and Tai Yai Buddhist Monasteries
in the Valley of Mae Hong son:

Its Competency as a World Heritage Tentative List

Isarachai Buranaut
Researcher, Silpakorn University

Thapakorn Kruaraya
Researcher, lampang intertech college

Abstract

Mae Hong Son Province possesses sites of cultural landscapes which are com-
petent enough to be nominated as a World Heritage Tentative List. For the study of
“Cultural Landscape of Mae Hong Son Valleys”, it comprises three main parts: Cultural
Landscape of Mae Hong Son Valleys, Cultural Landscape of the town of Pon-Khun
Yuam, and Cultural Landscape of the town of Mae Sariang. The cluster is aimed to
be proposed as a serial nomination on World Heritage List due to their geographical
factors which are not adjacent to one another along with differences but correlation
can be found.

It was also found that the components of cultural landscape of Mae Hong Son
valleys have been formed by cultural landscape of Tai Yai villages, cultural landscape
of agricultural areas, and cultural landscape of Tai Yai temples. The cultural landscapes
of Tai Yai villages and agricultural areas closely relate to local people’s ways of life,
then changes come due to the fact about social and economic contexts. However,
awareness, especially in terms of values, can be raised when studies among academic
institutes and local communities work altogether so as to fisure out means to develop
life quality and economic aspects while cultural landscape values are not distorted.

The fundamental process is to study then bring about concrete knowledge
into management plan, and ‘cultural landscapes of Tai Yai Monasteries” should be
considered first. The study will prepare the database and documentation. This can
lead to the nomination of World Heritage tentative list because of the outstanding

universal value.
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