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Abstract

The study of villages and vernacular houses of the Phuan in Xiangkhoang
which have been resettled in their previous location or its vicinity on 1975 afler fac-
ing battle conditions for several decades, emphasized on searching the adaptability
of The Phuan in Xiangkhoang from 1975 when their political condition changed
The Laos to The Lao People’s Democratic Republic from triangulation method of
study : secondary document, field survey with aerial photography and map based,
and indept-interview from local people and local governor, it was found that The
Phuan in Xiangkhoang adapted themselves in several levels of living, from natural
context, especially developed their water management system to both terraced
rice farming for sloping terrain and paddy field for the low land, together with the
adaptation for the changing of rice producing policy of The Lao PDR Government.
For the village and houses level, The Phuan have to adapt their interrelation of social
kinship system from clustered village to lenear village which varied from the new

® road system. The Phuan vernacular houses have been changed their floor plan- @
ning by moving their hearth (kitchen fire place) from their central living to be the
ended kitchen. This change should be influenced from the Vientiane house which
were their migrating stop for several decades. WhetherThe Phuanin Xiangkhoang
faced several contents and level of adaptation in their living, lots of old and new
local wisdom can still assist their living in natural context.

Keywords: Phuan Xiangkhoang / The Lao PDR / village / vernacular house
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