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Requirements of middle income families in the
greater Bangkok areafor single house characteristics

Wandee Pinijvarasin, Saitiwa Ramasoot

Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

During the past few years, there have been anincreasing number of housing
developments particularly a single-house type for middle income families in the
areas of Bangkok and outskirt provinces. These houses often appear with similar
patterns in basic functions and architectural configurations. There have been
various studies on the consumers'opinions and desires for the characteristics of their
houses, but since people’s behaviors have changed quickly this raises a question:
How have the consumers, particularly middle income families, thought about the
characteristics of their house? This paper aims to illustrate a study on needs and
opinions for a single house of the middle income families in the areas of Bangkok
and outskirt provinces. Data were derived from surveys with 345 samples using
questionnaires, which were distributed during May — July 2010.

The study results revealed that besides middle income families desire not
only their basic needs of house locations with safe, pollution-free and convenient
access to public transportations, but also domestic functions that suit activities of
all family members as well as generate meeting opportunities among them. A
single house should have modern and simple appearance, which does not imitate
western style. It must have an open feature and good ventilation, and use good
quality of materials that should be produced in Thailand. In addition, middle income
families express important needs on a single house and community that have to
be designed to prevent a potential flooding problem.

Keywords : House / Community / Middle income family /
Greater Bangkok / Environmental response
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