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House and believe of Tai Khoen in Keng Tung,

Shan State, Myanmar

Thapanee Kruaraya
The Center for the Promotion of Arts and Culture
Chiang Mai University

Abstract

The geography and climate of Chieng Tung is plane together with hill and the
cold weather almost all year that makes the Thai-Kheon people build their houses
suitable for the environment. The architecture has the influence from the belief
of super nature such as ghost moral, and Buddhism. The houses of Tai-Kheaon are
wooden and high-risen floor. The roof is in triangle shape posting in North and South
Pole. The wooden wall stretched out to get the weight of slopped roof . The house
are separated into 3 parts; outer part, inner part, and terrace. The outer part is the
front of the house, is like “Teon” of Lanna which has multi —purpose area, using for
receiving guest, taking a rest, and working in day time because it is shady and lively.
The wall is square-crossed-shape wooden, like “Luk-riang” (terrace) instead of dense
wall. The inner part is used for privacy area for the members of the family stay at
night. The inner part is the hall, with bedroom in the east. The people must head to
the east, and in the west is the kitchen, using for cooking and heating in night time.
The terrace is usually in the back of the house, using for washing and drying. The
Thai-kheon people consider the east as the most important and good thing, and the
front of the house head to the north or south. Therefore, their house has special
style adjusting to the environment and their believes to make their houses related

to the way of life.
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