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Architecture of Hor Phra Chao at the Waterfall of Pha Lat,
Wat Pha Lat Temple, the Foot of Doi Suthep, Chiang Mai

Province

Kreangkrai Kirdsiri, Ph.D
Department of Architecture

Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Isarachai Buranaut
Independent Researcher

Abstract

Hor Phra Chao (Bhuddha images shrine) at the waterfall of Wat Pha Lat
Temple, situated on the foothill of Doi Suthep mountain ranges, was an important
part in terms of cultural landscapes on pilgrimange route to Phra That Doi Suthep.
This structure is outstanding due to its location and has become an important part
of cultural landscapes. :

The cliff has its own both oral and written history. It has been believed to be
the residence of hermits and monks of Lanna. Later, Burmese influence plays role to
the structure of the building during the period of Colonialism. It is a masonry building
with five arches. Burmese pieces of arts were decorated. In addition, it was found in
the studies that the building was used for the Reclining Buddha image or Entering
Parinirvana Buddha image, and four Subduing Mara Buddha images. However, the
Reclining Buddha image or Entering Parinirvana Buddha image disappeared. Although
the building became deteriorated, it was conserved and reconstructed, while some
Buddha images were also created and stored. As a result, archeological evidences

and architectural ruins have become complicated.
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