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Dynamic aspects of folk wisdom associated with
vernacular Tai-Lue dwellings at the place of origin
in Mueang Luang, Xishuangbanna,

and Baan Luang Nuea - Baan Luang Tai

in Doi Saket District, Chiangmai Province

Inthanon Sookkree
Master of Architecture Program

Faculty of Architecture, Chiangmai University

Rawiwan Oranratmanee

Faculty of Architecture, Chiangmai University

Abstract

This article looks at the dynamic aspects of folk wisdom associated with traditional dwell-
ings of Tai-Lue people who have in the past, migrated from their place of origin in Mueang Luang,
Xishuangbanna, to Baan Luang Nuea and Baan Luang Tai in Doi Saket district of Chiangmai province.
The objectives of the investigation are to study and compare the characteristics of houses in the two
different locations (place of origin and place of migration) in order to understand the dynamic aspects
of folk wisdom under various influencing factors such as environment, society and culture, among
others, that could explain the changes in house-form of traditional Tai Lue dwellings. The research
is of qualitative nature with fieldworks carried out in Xishuangbanna and Chiangmai. Altogether, 38
dwelling units in 6 villages were studied and comparative analyses of information collected from field
surveys were carried out. The outcome led to identifying associated folk wisdoms which could be
grouped in terms of the following: 1) setting up the settlement; 2) physical from and characteristics;
3) structure and construction materials; 4) planning and spatial organization; 5) way of life and use
of domestic spaces. As a result, the dynamic quality of folk wisdom can be said to concern cultural
aspects of the two different locations and is related to technological changes, introduction of new
economic system, different social values, and influence of the physical environment, in adapting to
survive. In conclusion, the research provides an account of the development process that took place.
This can be used to set appropriate guidelines for preserving vernacular characteristics of Tai-Lue

houses within the context of cultural assimilation while still retaining certain cultural identity.

Keyword: Vernacular Architecture | Intellect | Dynamic | Tai-Lue | Xishuangbanna

| Chiangmai
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