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Dwelling Houses of Lue-Kalom: Baan Nayangtai,
Mueang Nambak, Luang Prabang, Lao PDR

Vira Anoluc

Faculty of Architecture, Soupanuwong University, Lao P.D.R.

Translation: Kreangkrai Kirdsiri

Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

Originally, Lue-Kalom people lived in the South of China. War, natural disasters, and the
search for fertile agricultural land led them to migrate to various places until eventually, a group
settled in the area around La River, which is a branch of Ou River, in the northern part of Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, and have lived there ever since.

This study looks at the adaptation or transformations in the architecture of Lue-Kalom
settlement by investigating and collecting information from Baan Nayangtai and other related sites.
Information obtained were then compared with regards to migration route and the different periods
of settlement. As a result, findings could be grouped into 3 categories of house-form as follow: 1)
original traditional houses; 2) local traditional houses at Baan Nayangtai; and 3) modern houses. Each
category can be identified from the architectural features that express the inhabitant’s beliefs. It
was also found that after having firmly established their settlement, roof-form of the houses were

characteristically influenced by Lao houses in Luang Prabang.

Keywords: Lue Kalom | Vernacular Architecture | Dwelling House | Lao PDR.
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