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Vernacular Built-Environment:
Persistence and Change

Vira Inpuntung

Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

This article discusses persistence and changes in the vernacular built-
environment. Stemming from two theses entitled “A study of local Thai vernacular
built-landscape of dwelling communities on the flat plains of Phetchaburi River,
Phetchaburi province” and “A comparative study of vernacular architecture of Tai
Lao and Tai Korat communities in Bua Yai district, Nakhon Ratchasima province”,
the discussion is based on the premise that vernacular built-environments transform
in stages and do not change completely. Some elements from the past are retained
while others change due to external influences.

Results of the studies confirm the above premise. It is apparent that the lay-
out of Thai vernacular built-landscape has remained basically the same whilst outer
fences surrounding the community have changed in appearance and resorted to using
new materials. Similarly, vernacular house plan of the Tai people has remained the
same whilst the elevations and roof forms have changed. This implies that spatial
structure of the functions in which daily activities take place has been retained, whilst

the outside envelope that is visible to the public, has changed in appearance.

Keywords: Built environment | Vernacular landscape | Vernacular architecture |

Existing and change | Tai
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