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Abstract:

Amphibious settlements along Chao Phraya River in the central part of Thailand reflect folk
wisdoms in adapting to temporal and environmental changes. Such adaptation was necessitated by
the growth and infrastructural developments, which include roads and highways, so that traditional
lifestyle may be able to endure under the often inundated conditions resulting from such develop-
ments.

This paper looks at changes in the layout of the villages, which is an important aspect of
traditional way of life in terms of setting up amphibious settlements. Since the past, these settle-
ments have coexisted in harmony with environmental conditions, but the introduction of roads and
other infrastructures has led to changes in their physical characteristics. Three village communities
in Ayutthaya province were selected as case studies. Each village still has traditional Thai houses
that are raised on stilts with amphibious characteristics, and people depend on rice farming for their
livelihood. The three villages are: Baan Klongmon (Tambon Lad-nga, Sena district), Baan Nongtakiang
(Tambon Ladchid, Pakhai district), and Baan Khom (Tambon Watyom, Bangban district). Information
was obtained through observations and interviews with key individuals. Various analyses were made
in order to identify the communication routes and linkages as well as the use of dwelling spaces
during both dry and flooding seasons.

Findings indicate that changes in housing clusters of the villages affect the communication
routes and use of spaces for various activities at different levels during the two seasons. However,
due to the preservation of amphibian identity, together with appropriate changes and adaptations,

they have been able to still retain a harmonious and balanced integration of the old and the new.

Keyword: Amphibious settlement | Change | Connectivity | Living space | Tradition | Modernity
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