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Transformation in the Cultural Landscape of SakonNakorn
and its Significance from the 11*" - 20*" Century

Anuwat Kranthak
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Songyot Weerataweemat
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Abstract

Evidence of settlements in SakonNakorn from the period of Khmer civilization in 11
century up to the Lao LanChang period during the 13"-18" centuries, revealed superimposed
layers of cultural landscapes that were influenced by local myths and religious beliefs. During
the 11™-13" centuries, the area of SakonNakorn was under the influence of Khmer culture. Hindu
and Mahayana Buddhist doctrines were introduced, and the concept of Devaraja divine rulers and
Cosmic Mandala were applied to architecture and site planning. Thus the image of the city had
the place of worship, representing Celestial Mountain at the center of the universe, located at
the center of the settlement, and the boundary of this sacred domain was defined by moats and
embankments which surrounded the ancient city of SakonNakorn. This signified that SakonNakorn
itself was in effect, a sacred domain, or the Cosmic Mandala. However, after the decline of Khmer
civilization during the late 12" century, SakonNakorn became occupied by the Lao of LanChang.
Theravada Buddhist ideologies were introduced, and former religious architecture in the Khmer
style were modified according to the doctrines of the new sect. A new significance was accorded to
SakonNakorn through legendary stories that turned it into a land of Jambudvipa, the southernmost
continent according to Triphum (three worlds) Buddhist cosmological belief, which meant that it
was a land where Buddhism flourished and full of peace and prosperity. This was also where tradi-
tions and customs were created to instill the belief into the minds of both commoners and rulers
alike. Consequently, important changes to the physical form of the city under Theravada ideologies
took place with the construction of up to twelve Buddhist temples within the area of the old city
according to the concept of Jambudvipa. This development continued up until the Early Bangkok
period in 18th-19th centuries and remains a legacy of SakonNakorn’s cultural landscape from past

to present.

Keyword: Transformation | Meaning | Cultural Landscape | SakonNakhon
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