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Abstract

Phra Borommadhat Chaiya in Surat Thani is renowned for being the only
Srivijayan architecture in Thailand that is left in perfect condition and is considered the
most elegant. Although there is no evidence of when it was actually first constructed
or how many times it had undergone renovations, its important architectural feature,
which is the stupas adorning each tier of the structure, and found to be similar to that
of “Candi” (Srivijayan architecture during Sailan Dynasty in Central Java, Indonesia),
has led to the conclusion that it was built in Srivijayan style during the 8™-9" century.
This was the same period in which Wat Wieng, Wat Long and Wat Kaeo were built in
Chaiya, Surat Thani, and Candi Kalasan in Central Java of Indonesia. This article there-
fore speculates that Phra Borommadhat Chaiya could have been first built around
6"-7" century in Champa style and later renovated in the 89" centuries under the
influence of Srivijayan culture, when the small stupas were added to each tier level
up to the topmost part of the structure, in the same period as the construction of
Wat Wieng, Wat Long and Wat Kaeo in Chaiya.

In addition to that, from studying the architecture of Phra Borommadhat
Chaiya through historical and scientific methods along with other evidences such
as inscriptions, Chinese archival documents and art objects, based on principles of
cultural economics, a new supposition about the history of Srivijaya in Chaiya has
been raised suggesting that before Chaiya became part of Srivijayan civilization in
the 8" century, the region was likely to have been under the influence of Champa
culture. This is revealed through evidence of the existence of Phra Borommadhat
Chaiya before it underwent renovation during the Srivijaya period.

Key Word: Cultural Economics | Champa | Srivijaya | Chaiya
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- Chaturawong, Chotima. (2013). Ek-kasan Prakoeb kan soen raiwicha 262542 Prawattisat
Sathapattayakam Asia tawan oeak chiang tai 1. (in Thai) [Class Material for Arch.
262542, History of Architecture in Southeast Asia |]. Faculty of Architecture,
Silpakorn University. (reproduce)

- Hall, D.G.€. (2006). Prawattisat Asia tawan oak chiang tai: Suwannaphum U-sakane Phak
Phitsadan 1 (in Thai) [History of Southeast Asia: Eccentric Sectors of Suvarna
bhumi-Southeast Asia I]. Bangkok: The Foundation for the Promotion of Social
Sciences and Humanities Textbooks Project: Toyota Thailand Foundation.

- Banluesin, Nantaphon. (€ds.). (1999). Kan samruad laeng boransathan nai a-nachak
Champa. (in Thai) [Explore the Ruins of Champa]. Bangkok: Fine Arts Department.

- Narisara Nuvadtivongs, HRH Prince, N. Krom Phraya. (1903). Jotmai raya thang pai truad
ratchakan laem Malayu Rattana Kosin sok 121. (in Thai) [A Distant Letter to
Inspector General of Malaya]. Bangkok: Fine Arts Department.

- Krairuksh, Piriya. (2005). Prawattisat sinlapa nai prathet Thai chabab ku-mue naksueksa.
(in Thai) [Art History in Thailand, The Student Guide Handbook]. Bangkok: Amarin.

- Wanlipodom, Manit. (1987). Thaksin Rat. (in Thai) [Southern State]. Bangkok: Rungsin.

- Diskul, Subhadradis, M.C. (1979). Prawattisat Asia Akane thueng poe soe 2000. (in Thai)
[History of Southeast Asia until 1457 C.E.]. Bangkok: Commission payment in
Thai History, The Prime Minister Department.

- Saising, Sakchai. (2013). Phraputtharup nai prated Thai: rubbaep phatthanakan lae kwam
chue khoeng kon Thai. (in Thai) [Buddha Images in Thailand: Development, Patterns
and Beliefs of Thailand]. Bangkok: Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University.

- Srisuchat, Amara. (1989). Khui kapphu chieochan Bennet Bronson lae Pisit Cha-ruanwong
ruang ngan kutkon laeng borankadi Koe Koekhao lae Laem Pho lae kan sueksa
sen tang kankhatangtale oeng krongkan sueksa kan tang thin than lae kankha
samai boran nai prathet Thai. (in Thai) [Talk with Experts, Bennet Bronson and
Pisit Charoenwongsa in Topic of An Archaeological Excavation Work, the Study
of Maritime Trade Routes of Ancient Settlements and Trading in Thailand]. Sil-
pakorn (Artisan). 33 (1), 32-37.
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- Srisuchat, Amara. (2014). Siwichai nai Suwannathawip. (in Thai) [Srivijaya in Suvarnadvipa].
Bangkok: Fine Arts Department.
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- Somers Heidhues, Mary. (2000). Southeast Asia: A Concise History. Singapore: Thames
& Hudson.
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- Fine Arts Department. Phabthai Phra Borommathat Chaiya. (in Thai) [Photographs of Phra
Borommathat Chaiya]. Retrieved August 22, 2014, from www.gis.finearts.go.th/
fad50/fad/display_datab.aspx?i d=0005138

Interviewed
- Nildeja, S. (2015, June 12) Interviewed. Associate Professor, Faculty of Architecture,
Silpakorn University.
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