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Some Observations on Dwellings and Related Beliefs
of Khmer people in Surin Province
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Abstract

In the past, Khmer ethnic people have continually migrated into the southern
part of Northeastern Thailand, especially the province of Surin, built their dwellings,
villages, and adapted their lifestyle to fit in with other ethnic groups in the area. This
article looks at the physical aspects of the community, its layout, house-form, spatial
arrangements, building orientations, and associated beliefs. Observations made from
information gathered through field surveys, interviews, and documents are also dis-
cussed in this paper. From the study, it was found that the village layout of the Khmer
ethnic community at Baan Sawaija in Mueang District of Surin Province, is associated
with the cardinal axes which determines the orientation of the site plan. Northeast is
believed to be an auspicious direction, and is therefore where the important element
of the community, which is the main spirit house, is located. West is an inauspicious
direction, and is where the cemetery was once located; at present however, the
area has been turned into a forest temple. At the scale of individual houses, there
are beliefs concerning birth, warding off evil spirits, house orientation, positions of
posts and ladders. These beliefs derived from the beliefs of Khmer ethnic people in
Cambodia. Spatial arrangements inside the houses of both places are divided into
4 areas: the hall, the kitchen, the toilet, and the sleeping area. In some cases, the

kitchen and the toilet may be on either the upper or lower level of the house.

Keyword: Khmer ethnic group | Vernacular Architecture | Belief
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