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Review Article

Reviewing the Lotus-Bud Style Chedi

Kreangkrai Kirdsiri
Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture
Silpakorn University

Abstract

Lotus-bud style, or Tanan style chedi, is an outstanding feature of Sukhothai
architecture in which the upper part of the structure has the shape of a lotus-bud.
The form was evidently inspired by Khmer style prasats, which were prevalent earlier,
in combination with Mon style chedis. As a result, the style gave Sukhothai architec-
ture its identity. A scripture found at Wat Nakhon Chum, Kamphaengphet Province,
which mentioned about the construction of a chedi in 1357, led to the speculation
that this style of architecture was first built in the period of Phra Mahadhammaraja
Lithai. It was also introduced to Chiang Mai through Phra Sumana Dhera who was
spreading the Buddhist religion at the time when chedis of this style were erected
there in 1371, as minor stupas. According to the Scripture of Wat Asokaram, chedis in
this style later became widespread and commonly constructed until mid-twentieth

century B.E.

Key Word: Phra Chedi Dok Bua Toom | Phra Chedi Song Tanan |
Phra Chedi Song Pum Kao Bin | Suhothai Art and Architecture
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