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’ ‘ﬁaﬁuwumuwﬁmﬂﬂﬂwﬁﬁwuﬁ‘ﬁm Locally Appropriate Sustainable Urban Form: The Case
of Sukhumvit Superblock. (Joint Centre for Urban Design, Oxford Brookes University,
Oxford).



Superimposed Morphology in Sukhumvit:
Diversity of Bangkok Historico-Geography

Singhanat Sangsehanat
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Abstract

Bangkok is a significant example of rapid urban growth in which its settlement
is changing from a city with a series of waterways, small-scale built forms and
traditional blocks and buildings into a metropolis comprised of a modern fabric of
road networks, high density built forms and highly mixed communities in terms of
building periods and lifestyles. This paper presents the morphological analysis for
Sukhumvit, an area of Bangkok in which a complexity of physical, social, economic
and cultural dimensions is noticeable. The study is undertaken to consider causes
and effects involving of morphological periods, evolutions of urban forms, building
cycles, migration, investment and agents of change of those settlements. The locally
morphological regions are defined, which are superblock morphology, superblock-
quarter morphology and soi-based morphology. Even though these morphologies
are chronologically formed in different ways, they are superimposed to one another
as multi-layered socio-spatial patterns. Representing a diversity of urban historico-
geography and cultural heritage within a given district of Bangkok, the distinctive
morphological patterns are a cornerstone to demonstrate townscape, meaning and
perception of places as well as to address that urban design should be responsive

to those morphological identities.
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