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Hian Sao Yong Hin: Vernacular Dwelling House of Tai-Lom

Ban Kang Ton, Lom Kao District, Petchaboon Province

Kanitta Pansri
Master of Arts in Vernacular Architecture
Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Vira Inpuntung
Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

Study on vernacular architecture of “Tai- Lom” dwelling which is the building
elevated by stilts on rocks or as known as “Hian Sao Yong Hin” (stilted building on
rocks) in local language. The study site is at Ban Kaeng Ton, Lom Kao District, Petch-
abun Province. In this study, 5 buildings with original characteristics; stilted building on
rocks are being used as case study as this type of building construction was popular
but nowadays it is all demolished down.

The study found that Tai Lom Community gives importance to order of
space and utilization in the same way as other Tai speakers ethic groups and other
Buddhism population. This conclusion is proved by space level and order. Location
of the building gives importance to east-west continental axis according to sun’s
orbit which this concept is quite different from belief of Tai-Lao Luang Prabang sroup
which gives importance of building location to directions of upstream and downstream,
therefore, their houses are built along the river. Utility space of Tai Lom building is
arranged in order by giving importance to the East.

However, besides accent of spoken language which has dynamic effect in
relation to surrounding culture, local wisdom of constructing an elevated house on
rocks is also a reflection of a long and firm relationship between “Tai-Lom” and “Tai

Lao” groups especially Tai Lao from Luang Prabang.

Key Word: Tai-Lom | Hian Sao Yong Hin | House on stilt | Tai Ethnic Group |

Natural Stone footing
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