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Abstract

This research article began with an interest in the changes taking place in a community
the author had the opportunity of staying in for a period once a year since youth. Physical
and functional changes to the vernacular buildings have raised a number of issues that form
the basis of this research and criteria for selecting case studies chosen out of three different
contexts which are: 10 dwellings beside the main road in the community, 2) dwellings along
the side roads, and 3) dwellings adjacent to public water trench.

From the study, it was found that buildings beside the main road tend to be stores
while those adjacent to the water trench are making less use of the trench. Changes to the
buildings have taken place in all three contexts and resulted from the need for more space.
The most obvious is the cooking area that used to be part of the dwelling unit, has become
storage space or closet, and a new kitchen has been built detached from or annexed to the
main house. Space beneath the upper floor that was open and multifunctional, has been
walled up and partitioned for specific use such as storage of farm equipment, living room and
bedroom for example. The overall appearance has also changed as a result using new building
materials such as cement blocks, precast concrete members, corrugated asbestos roofing, and
aluminium window and door frames.

In conclusion, it can be seen that the occupants have adapted their dwelling to suit
their needs in the present day as well as trying to preserve those that are mainly built of
timber and have limited lifespan. This make the study necessary so that further studies can

be carried out.

Keyword: Vernacular Dwelling House | Dynamic | Change
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