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Udakukkhepa Sima:
Evolution of a raft to an ordination halls in the pond
of Lanna culture’

Thapakon Kruaraya
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Meajo University

ABSTRACT

The study had been conducted with the purpose of collecting information
about styles and characteristics of ordination halls constructed in a pond. Thay were
classified into types, period of construchion, special characteristics in ach an They
were also analyzed meir changes in trem method of beliefs, decorating techniques,
and features. Eventually, ths data analysis will be advantageous to form a guideline
for a conservation plan. It also provides right understanding about roles or functions of
ordination halls. From this phenomenon, it can be led to the promotion of ordination
halls in the pond as local heritages. This research is based on qualitative research.
inclyding surveying, interviewing locals, group discussim and taking photographs.

The study found that there are thirty-three ordination halls pond in Lanna or
eigth provinces in northern Thailand. They were also found in Kengtung, Shan state,
Myanmar. and Muang Meuxng, Chai Buri, Laos. Among these thirty -three halls, ten are
cata-pond and twenty-three are ordination halls. In Thailand, seventeen ordination
halls were found in Lampang, Lamphun, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai and Phayao. There
also four examples in Kengtung and two in Muang Meuxng, Chai Buri, Laos After clas-
sifying their types and periods of construction, These case studies were built during

the 18™-20™ centuries.

Keywords: Udakukkhepa sima | Ordination halls built in the middle of the pond.

A part of data used in mis paper comes from a research survey under the research project
of Buddhist comparative art in Shan community, Kengtung, Myanmar and Mea Tha community in
Lampang conducted by the Northern Archaeology Center: NAC, Chiang Mai University in 2009.

The author also did a survey of ordination halls in Lanna culture from 2010 to present.
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