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Reconstruction of the architecture of Arogayasala chapels
(hospital) in the reign of Khmer King Jayavarman VIIl—
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Abstract

This paper presents architecture reconstruction, religious beliefs,
and the design concepts of Arogayasala chapels using Prasat Ku -
Santarat as a case study. Prasat Ku-Santarat is an Arogayasala
found in the north eastern region of Thailand which was built
around 19th Buddhist century in the reign of Khmer King
Jayavarman VII. The objectives of Arogayasala is providing space
for medical treatment to the community. The study shows that
the design of Arogayasala has standard elements. Position of the
worship image is related to the religious concepts. The main
Prasat (Central sanctuary) has three principal images--
Bhaisajayaguru-Vaidurya-Prabha(BodhisattvaVajra) is in the middle
and accompanied by Surya-Vairocana and Candra-Vairocana on
the sides. Prasat has low base at the front which is assumed to
be a wood pavilion for religious rituals. The Library is built to
accommodate the second lower gods. Gopura entrance is
situated on the east. There is a sculpture of
BodhisattvaAvalokitesvara (the watchful lord) located inside.
Architectural analysis reveals that the chapels are aimed to be
religious places. It is used for mental treatment by praying from
the holy images inside. The physical medical treatment area is

located on the north east, outside the enclosure wall.
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