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“First Pole”: A Relativism issue on Built Environment-

Cosmology between Tai-Kareng
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Abstract

As cultural meaning carriers, some built environment artifacts
have its initial value for cultural code transmitting more than
others as door, stair, hearth, first pillar, kradong, talaew and so
on. Those same aspects used both in Tai and Karen, not only by
its instrumental meaning, but also by its cultural signification,
among cultural-dialectic diversity in South-East Asia context.
This paper aims to present the relatively comparison beween Tai
and Karen cosmology. On Tai side, data from a Lungprabang
dialect Tai-Lao research “Disaporas Paradox” gathers with rich
literature review data from Tai Dam adjusting the origin point to
indigeneous Karen represent Tai-Kadai language family. On
Karen side, selected parts of Ph.D. dissertation “‘Blaw’ S’gaw



and Pwo Northern Karen Ritual-common Houses” took place as
representative of Tibeto-Burman language family. Both
researchs and this paper, entrusted in relativism of knowledge.
Victor Turner’s ‘Ritual Process Analysis’ and its triangulation
oporated as major methodology instrument, and minor used
‘Diasporas Consciousness’ take place.

Betwixt, the locality, the process pattern, and the
significance, those aspects reveal that both Tai and Karen have
common cosmology of ‘Tree of Knowledge’. However Karen
manifest in ‘Tree of Life’cosmology with equilibrium. The results
lean to revise some pillar in Architecture foundation. The other
three language-families might study more relativism for more
understanding to open up new understanding of academic

cultural landscape of region.
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