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Abstract

Since 2005, Thailand has been entangled in a state of political
unrest; from a military coup to street protests and violence, the
nation is severely divided. Within this context, the new Thai
parliament house is conceived as ‘Mount Sumeru’, a central
‘world-mountain’ according to the ancient Hindu-Buddhist
cosmology-Tri-Bhumi. Aimed to be an architecture of symbolic
morality for the nation in crisis, the competition’s winning
proposal ‘Sappaya-Sapasathan’, however, neglects
heterogeneous Thai society. Accordingly, this paper is intended
not only as a discussion on the fixation with the notion of
‘Thainess’ through the return of a traditional architectural
principle but also as a view towards the implications on the
nation-citizen relationship. The paper binds the notion of the
‘state of exception’ of Giorgio Agamben with architectural
practices. Due to the ambiguous necessity for an exceptional
measure during a critical time for the nation, Sappaya-
Sapasathan gains its legitimacy, yet remains problematic. By
investigating forms of exclusions in the proposal’s conceptions
of history, signification and subjectivity, the paper argues that
Sappaya-Sapasathan is an architecture of a state of exception
which does not only suspend its status as a democratic
architecture but also it suspends the democratic relationship
between the nation-state and its citizenry. Ultimately, this is an
example of how the violence of architecture is materialised in
the redemption of a nation.
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Exception as Context)

Tngndnnisuds anmzuisniseniiuiignuszniaoenluifudsiivaven
feanunisafingAdegnénaduanudnduiivilmnianisussniady Tu
fidfanudadestuaniunisainaniniiomiediny Faunndrefuly
Tuwdazanufl vangnisaluasfionn o1 asasunatades nng
Usgievawiavu n1slandvesgnenisiedeivinisssuyid Tu
viundagiuvesuszmalnenasavareUiiua gauldidineguy
Pranaustinnudnuduagiunenianiailes lnedud wa. 2508 1§
AadiFureamanizaling 4 wnue fanisuseinsuuiesauy n15oe
g1unalneAnESTUIEINS miwﬁmﬁ’u%ummﬁﬂuﬂwaa%’gma@m%ﬁ n1s
LﬂﬁauLLan%’gﬁsmHiQ warn1UsneiusEninangunisidassing q (lu
fian denalvdfgaydedinanyndioifounisdosnuilo n.a. 2553)
deiindengludinulnefesesiniisdndeuvuengaussnaindu lu
viuniiilelassnisdaadisennssganiuislnallfidumanisiunoy
N15aTIIUUNNEIInenIsuAIENITUTENIALY W.A. 2552 SRELYN
waniifevesindinguandiinvesdiisranianiufosnisazaann
fuezananulddueguundndnsiainemismaun dsgathidun
T duiniesdoddalunisaavunssdeunisandnenssy
(architectural order) dududydnuaivesfasssu
ofuuuteshanzuisnseniutuldlffuuafios
unsnsignihanldiinsanasdusiusfuuiunlaviunniaduiivem
Tumsmsstudrnannezuisnseniuduldnaoduusemduidhves
SguravasUssmany fumnvatsuds Ssgnihaldvareadinatsas
paoaansswdauinum’ lufidisaunsndunnfednvuedady
nsrvrwimvesanzuiinsenukuildnasanisiudeunuamng
naidiesaslng minagnandenisvhisszmslasnosimduduiedi
fuiiulddn daurszuouszrddlnsldgnanivuitude wa. 2475 1§
Aammnisaidsndnnsuudais 12 ade lunisdsundaananil
$5555uyndesiseglunsiazdisvnzinazgnenian uazunudise
$psssuynatuiinsiielisunafunguiients deigsssuyydanin
wanifazgnunuiidasatunenisfiagauuilulaid Tuditnig
{susgmsifuisaiegramilsvesdaulnefivinaiusiuauiueuy ¢ae
annrusaniseniulanesiadunssuiuimidmsunitymues
Uszmalugwingd sUnuuvreanisliisnisandiuefimileniouaslsl
Usnadliifiesazifsadesiunasin wagtinniadionviniu udsuds

wihd 2. 10 * 2556 | 109



110 | wthih 2. 10 * 2556

an1viiniie flsunevitldmednuanidnenssuvesanidy
Uszanzdlneludssimalnedulvy Aldnedaessluvsunvesaning
wiisn1seniu wagluvmeiRelfufeuuiAnvesnseuviuiiAtvesaniig
Fandunldedradudivuiundey

an1azuianiseniululgsufjianns (The State of

Exception as Practice)

'
a

dmfveduiuuuay asddygeanlunisnaiisaniizuianiseniiuae

'
wva a

annnisallunisuuRnaniusnisngruienusssssuygenaies
gnuvautenly wazanimnisaliinszurunislaaiumanguunegn
gan luanmiierdestuduuiozanianiu dsiifioudiedeie
an1uvesdnsuazAuananInvesnaiiaslnenussuauUssnsulag
Felugruniafeadestuanuinisanismaudae ludssiiuil
Uszmalnefieindsluvuvesgaunisainiaszudulaeiideudrafivay
Tusunilsgagsiuasie Tudnfunisfdeudraduuszing any
SgoTTuyey w‘ua‘umiﬂﬂﬂiawaqimﬁugmsq’h “seuaulsvynsulay
Suftnszumngn3sifutseye” lufidmaumnslilégnazyindu
aauUsedmiogsiiaudiunindile udnszdufidoanudeiinua
Imszamndaidasdeaduwnsunung® erananldirdeanumdnii
Tsglnedaniugfuisislanide (secular state) uawgyiaeaun
(religious state)’” agnslsfnu luaumniuduil w@snmuazang
wifeunieusesulneuasnienistuieaauilasunisundealily
$5555UYY Iuﬁﬁut,ﬁ'amaqﬂé’umﬁmmi%’gamiugmzmaﬁmq%ﬂLfJu
Aaununsesingiulunisunaseslussuaulsssulagvasussimauad
913n8131A91N1500NKUUDIAITTFTANIRIENANNITALAYNIIATEU
s A dunnfumufssssuyg widunisagieunsiaussa
og9lsAny ferdunisufiAnismeinusssuiignoysialaesy uazgay
finansenuiidunasusiondnnisvesigsssuynyeylivos
viinudlafidndsiigavesefuiuuife aniasursnig
pnfutuiiudongaues Srunalunsfofvesannewdeniseniiuiy
LilddsiTegedradusssua mnazaeanuUTEiul an1avuvs
nsencfutiuldldgnanvuniuvuaninissivesanudndudifniy
pusTIITIRnLiTauwetsmarnasaliluduusn wibunis
anTunduuugnvesnuduiusfignussivitu’ lulssiudetuuy
Feuliin “Aanuds sulsildfissitnnudndu [wesannzurinis
sniu] axBusguunisdadula uddsiiazgnanduiu Tuaimduatudy



=

LﬂuaniuamWiamaulﬂmiumwaLm%qLLa”mmgww” nafe

[

mmmLﬂmjaam%Lmamismnuauwuaauu%sa 9 udndudsiignaing
narsluresmsaavuianzduies nsdeduuisrananiudeni
agedtedlivunudaudmiedeanyanis luanaduadedonis
avtasfennnudaudedy q Fadusosvesaruunnuendfnludeay
Wiy Quitifededfyfeusaifunnuldaludmiamoway
aaldvesing’) srandaldirduiieraniaaududoavefivandiiig
aguunseuarmdndufignainaduuuusiie

pruaandledudl dvisranianiu lugiuznaauds
BUzlaAN15UTENINBDNKUUDIAITIgan T ol lu n1suaatnIsalves
an1zlitn1senliu laelsnansaiiansuin1seentuudUliszan-
aouindunisadaunsnsindafiing (special and spatial) Febu
aguunseuarusuiufigniuuntufiedivesiiuies luudd 15
sndudesiiaseiinanizwiiniseniuresduiiezanianiy iadu
wazideindusgluaniugnisufdinisedisls wail anunsafinnsan
nansenuresialasinsduiiezanianuldnilududaieiu
$5559uyny uaglufudafertunssuiunisaiisauanidnenssy lu
Uszifiuusn dtneranianiudunisnesiemanmnssudadfeezianig
LU?ﬂuLLanIﬂsm%nwNﬂszm%iﬂmsJizij%’gLLazwaLﬁad Tuuszihu
fiaes dvrsranan uduruanidnenssuiifinnsdanisfiinuay
sUnsaduursligenismivgy Tuevvesunaraiinnuuni ALg U
AnwAnuduiusseninsasaUsziduding1n Tnsanglufinunninudn
NeUsEIRA1@nS (history) N1SLEAIAILNLNEY (signification) WagAIIL
Buyaraveaffléanu (subjectivity) il fifsudrfanisAnunduuisy
ananuliianglutuneuvesnisusznanuuuiingu

UsziRm1ans (History)

ilpunesinisneremvhanudilesmundausisfive sdu e ant-
aoludszfamanfiduiosddey il svvensnamsluimide
AUFNNUSTENI1eAlATINTTLazU Te IRAIARNTLUUNIINITVDIUTELNA
ny Geazazvioulviiiufesuuvuanudunaiiosiduuiszanianiud
nseuldiie Tuanuierdestunisideudseifmans (historiography)
annzuwisniseariuldladunaiiissnisldnanisUseiRmansuistag
mmausuaqﬂaxng‘éqﬁﬂﬁmwnmwﬂmmamgiaﬁﬁ'Lﬂué’wﬁusﬁgu Ao
nsfafuaufululdvessuuuuniaiBoulse Samansuuudu q feil
fodurszaniaatugnalnduaaidnonssudadudydnuvaiuianis

wihd 2. 10 * 2556 | 111



112 | wihih 2. 10 * 2556

dy v n&ld dl ndl IS i va s
WUWUTZNA YBLAUDUNAMULESINAZBUBYUUYAUTZIRAIENTNITZLLE

v [ ] 5 . . . g.j/ t:sll =
nanaudulnewintu (Thai hegemonic history) M9il saufi9n199g
[

Wutieisalseifmanswuuildaly awﬂﬁmié”jflﬁlﬂumiﬂﬁLaﬁﬁq
gaaudlansse iR aniiunndneennly JauesliarsosdUsenau

q
=

1509317 UazAUdaudITEninadausIangu Tuiitdnwitaionmeing
yaalasanisiigniauslunuuuszmnvzgninziidusgiansn delu
nseenuuuandnenssuenisarsnwiliiu “gaund” ved01A15999y
1§5unisneadnedu el Aitefiazvhanudnleduiiszanianiuly
gmmmﬂiimaaamwLw%qmismL’Eu’[,uﬂijzul,l,iﬂqm

anududaruiuuulne@agnutuds (The Frozen Thai
Sense of Place)

fausiinduunszanmaniuazgnesnuuulutegiu uiiiledinszsian
sUdnwaludunduniseenuuudedaiatvofindeudranin lufiddudes
ananudesnisigiiuynivimiuuugauafvessemadldgymoly
wEadrenisaniUumsraLTIIANFI Y enananaldirddeanund
ag¥nugiivimivazanuduanuiiuuulneenly dvivemilnediuu
110 ANLRIAINEwesssTlusfnffen nafdvasinsing q d
wodunFudewiiidmszen uasdmiunane 9 auerananléiiie
Junmvesdemilusfndadadoulufedauazsssy Tunansetuda
nyamumuaslutagtuduidnvaeiigosdnlaldenn eidesusivens
ponluynfiamauazifianududeunindu Tnsnisuszanmenais
FUvrzananiuariinngails 80 N NNeIeNITAIlATIAEg

vy

ﬂfc’h‘aLﬁ]ﬁémmmimji?ﬁumwLUummﬁaqmiﬁaw‘hmmﬂuﬁaaﬁmﬁiﬁ

)

nanevduese” nsBafndusdauazihdunndunmdunuliiuuszme
Hu ansadiulgFasniudnainnisisdiduinezanaawduain
wanldfuREnssun e auLazisnssuvesdaSunssunngn3d Tuiid
sutaflonn 2 sUnrnuuuUsEnImdundngiudidaau” aamusn
YiauaUseindlassnszns Judufisnssunsanudowasmaudldsu
ansnavnArauIdug Ima%ﬁmﬁm%ﬂunﬂ 9 PlouanIAILLATTH
LavUevLIReNsTLAIAT YiBWNLisaeth Frenisasnsenenenlsl
TWuufiuth nmitaestiiauenszuiungrenamsanse §ade
nszuIEfInsEsTLdun s nszamn s dlae dusiussine
Tngiusznaunigiiaionaa 50 a1

ANTAS1ININAILNUYDIUSELNAINNLI DI UDAMIUT &
anwagauntnngun1sinwigandsaiuniau (Post-colonial



Studies) 18l u1U1 (HomiBhabha) 138031 “As¥UIUNITADULUY
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1§ Uspius anviinvesnquasugazainidumvunveuiunninuy
fuseiusasanuinlidauduan lnewdsusiansiganiliinaisdu
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of the Thai Polity)
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House : The ‘State of Exception’ as a Paradigm
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Ui:‘qﬁ‘mmi Theoretical Currents : Architecture,
Design and the Nation, Nottingham Trent
University, United Kingdom Sew3193ufl 14-15
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: Bangkok Post, Panel Selects New Parliament
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1¢91n http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/
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Lailvussandnnisidioshasfiianiie Ussinadeanu
nniden1snesudununnifiesmeuds (The recent
political situation has ruined the country's unity
and peace. [Mount] Sumeru could discourage
the politicians from doing bad things as the
country had already suffered enough from
corruption) Bangkok Post, Panel Selects New
Parliament Model [aulay]. Hadauisasiu
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Spiritual, The Nation [eaubai]], Wrduile 3
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multimedia.com/2009/12/03/politics/politics 30
117847.php

° Giorgio Agamben, State of Exception, trans.
Kevin Attell (Chicago and London : The
University of Chicago Press, 2005).
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Connors) I‘U‘m@ Michael Kelly Connors,
Democracy and National Identity in Thailand
(Copenhagen : NiAS Press, 2007), 21-27.
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and Pasuk Phongpaichit, A History of Thailand
(Cambridge : Cambridge University, 2005), 199-
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Tambiah) lun1s@nwiifideldesvesunieadu
lassadiawuuyseinalvessivenaninsiugiiniaieide
nzTueenidedlalsng Stanley J. Tambiah, World
Conqueror and World Renouncer : A Study of
Buddhism and Polity in Thailand against a
Historical Background (Cambridge : Cambridge
University Press, 1976).
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I‘Uiﬂ@ Eyal Weizman, “The Evil Architects Do,”
in Content, ed. Brendan McGetrick Rem Koolhaas
(Koln : Taschen, 2004), 60-63.

12 Giorgio Agamben, State of Exception, trans.
Kevin Attell (Chicago and London : The
University of Chicago Press, 2005), 23-35.
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Boudeafiy, 23, 35.
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(“In Thailand...the sangha [Buddhist order] has
regular been enlisted by the state to mobilize
Buddhism as a legitimating force for the task of
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“Buddhism, Democracy and Identity in
Thailand,” in Religion, Democracy and
Democratization, ed. John Anderson (London
and New York : Routledge, 2006), 156.
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* Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture
(London and New York : Routledge, 1994), 145,
151 ; Felipe Hernandez, Bhabha for Architects,
ed. Adam Sharr, Thinkers for Architects (London
and New York : Routledge, 2010), 112-113.

* Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture, 148-
149.
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JgymveuwuiAnnisadielseifmansveeiguaty
nsfudgeaadelni 1Usag Homi K. Bhabha, The
Location of Culture, 157-161.

% Joaieaiu, 149.
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aquey (hijab) Tuvnigfivisyaduaiumuan Tivuan
\A31 wazuAsnsuuvemiundedaaiululuaniud
e 9 vedldldiuiiarsisarlunisusenoudia
aznua 1Usag Michael Gilquin, The Muslims of
Thailand, trans. Michael Smithies (Chiang Mai :
IRASEC and Silkworm Books, 2005), 41; Chaiwat
Satha-Anand, The Life of This World : Negotiated
Muslim Lives in Thai Society, ed. Omar Farouk
Bajunid, Islam in Asia Series (Singapore : Marshall
Cavendish Academic, 2004), 95-100, 32 ; Winyu
Ardrugsa, “‘Stranger’/*Home-Land’: Muslim
Practice and Spatial Negotiation in
Contemporary Bangkok” (Ph.D. Dissertation,
Architectural Association, 2012).

** Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture, 151.
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* nquifiauaulalunmsenauilugiugiadosiionns
WasuuUasdsauil Tudunidsianudenlesfundy
FafluurAnguusadeeyiny (Conservative
Radicalism) sgnadunslnsuuanislngt unguds
Fondearennubulnefiuandseenly lagUszneay
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Uiwazﬁoﬁy’aLﬁmLazmﬂ%g (“they argue for a
different definition of ‘Thainess’...[which] for
them consists of indigenous principles of Thai
Buddhist culture, which have been distorted and
misrepresented by the orthodoxies and the
state.”) IUS@Q Duncan McCargo, “Buddhism,
Democracy and Identity in Thailand,” in Religion,
Democracy and Democratization, ed. John
Anderson (London and New York : Routledge,
2006), 161.
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* Roland Barthes, “The Death of the Author,” in
Image, Music, Text (London : Fontana, 1977),
142-148.

% Michel Foucault, “What Is an Author?,” in The
Foucault Reader, ed. Paul Rabinow
(Harmondsworth : Penguin, 1986), 101-120.
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“ I‘IJSM;] Roland Barthes, “Semiology and the
Urban,” in Rethinking Architecture, ed. Neil
Leach (London and New York : Routledge, 1997),
166-172.
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(London, Thousand Oaks and New Delhi : SAGE,

1999), 41-64.
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“ Judith Butler, Gender Trouble, Feminism and
the Subversion of Identity (New York and
London : Routledge, 2006), 191.
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Books, 2005), 38-42.
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