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Abstract

The characteristics of Sukhothai’s historic town in the early stage
of its establishment were described in the inscription of King
Ramkhamhaeng dated 1292. Sukhothai town planning was
probably influenced by the Khmer and Mon. Sukhothai historic
town layout established in the reign of Khun Sri Naonumthom
resembled Khmer towns in Thailand and Cambodia. They were
built in a rectangular shape enclosed with walls and moats and
included ponds in a rectangular form for daily used inside and
outside the inner town. Furthermore, they had reservoirs for
irrigation system outside the inner town. Mon characteristics in
Sukhothai were found on the location of the main town gate
to the north parallel to those of Hariphunchai and Chiang Mai
as well as of the principal pagoda established at the center.
People of Sukhothai had a custom to plant toddy palm trees
parallel to those of Suphanburi, Ratchaburi, Phetchaburi, and
Nakhon Si Thammarat in Thailand as well as to those of Pagan
in Burma. The Burmese of Pagan donated toddy palm groves
to Buddhist monasteries and pagodas as the trees provided
multiple uses. Toddy plam leaves were used to make fans
and writing material. Palm jaggery could be a component of
traditional medicine and an organic admixture of traditional

mortar for architecture.

Keywords: historic town of Sukhothai, Khmer, Mon, toddy palm
trees
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Highness Prince
Subhadradis Diskul,
Silapa Sukhothai =
Sukhothai Art = L’art
de Sukhothai (Bangkok:
The Cultural Committee
of the Thailand
National Commission
for Unesco, 1978).
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