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Abstract

Under King Rama V of Siam (reigned 1868-1910), Siam began a
vigorous policy of public health and hygiene reforms. The
objective was to transform Bangkok, and later on Siam, through
a similar policy that was carried out in Europe in response to the
problems of rapid urbanisation. This included the introductions
of public lavatories and crematoria to Bangkok and indeed codes
and laws concerning personal hygiene and public health. In
Siam, particular attentions were placed at the appearances of
Bangkok's waterfronts and westernised roads.
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King Rama V had wished to break the Siamese
traditional modes of rural life particularly which he regarded as
eyesores. The practice of leaving human carcases to be picked
clean by vultures at Wat Saket, for an example, became an
assault to his reforms. European residents complained to the
Siamese government about the lack of competent authority to
prevent them from falling ill. King Rama V himself paid attention
to the welfare system less than the question of who controlled
Bangkok's appearances and how the Europeans might perceive
Bangkok. Penalties were inflicted on Bangkok's inhabitants who
disposed of animal and human carcasses in the “wrong place”

11

and probably at the “wrong time”. Providing an absolute break
to the Siamese traditionalism provoked much oppositions. To
Bangkok's inhabitants who continued disposing of carcases in
public places, King Rama V's hygiene reforms were unnecessary

and in conflict with their interests.
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