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Abstract

This article focuses on the historiography of Lanna architecture,
the form of specific architecture that has its own dynamic
change. This paper bases on the concept that the historiography
should relate with the world view and the mentality of the
author that cannot be separated from the structure of politics,
economics and society. Historical approach is used at the
methodology of this analysis to understand the construction of
knowledge about Lanna architecture that has changed along the



time. The evidences are the historical documents and the
contexts surrounding the documents. The benefit of historical
approach is the way to understand the historiography that link
to the specific phenomenon of the time. The limitation is the
access to the primary source. The less information it gets, the
less complex explanation it is.

The area of this study covers on 8 provinces in
Northern Region such as Chiangmai, Lampang, Lamphun,
Chiangrai, Phayao, Phrae, Nan and Maehongson, while the period
is around 20th century when the starting of Western discipline of
historiography to 2009, the time of great change of Thai
contemporary politics-Coup d'etat. In the same year Chiangmai is
the location of the "Royal Flora Ratchapruek 2006" and the
center of the fair is the location of “Hor khum Luang” (royal
palace) that is very magnificant architecture there. The structure
of centralization of the Central Government for 100 years, the
localities called Lanna have seek to empower themselves in
many ways but the great obstacles are the centralization policy
and the limited budget. However not only Bangkok has been
centralized but Chiangmai another big city in the north which
has got the great advantage from more budget for construction
of the universities, colleges with their resources. Moreover; the
investment of the private sector for tourism and services that
make the projects and the studies of Lanna architecture
dominated all the northern region.

The evidences for reference come from documents
like the articles, books that has constructed knowledge about
Lanna architecture. The first document is “Tam Nan Bhudda-
Jedi” (Buddhist stupa legend, 1926) by Prince Damrong and
many of the books from local and national scholars. Moreover;
there are the documents from the seminar since 1980s and the
commemorative books that contain and reproduce the articles
about Lanna arts and architecture to the public continuously.
Finally, the knowledge from the researches from the academic
institutes such, the thesis of the master degree in history of
architecture, faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn university in 1992

and the individual study the students from Thai art major,
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Faculty of fine arts, Chiangmai university at least in 1990s that
would be the another knowledge of Lanna arts and architecture.
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