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The Transferability of Phuan Cultural Baggage :
From Xieng-Khouang to Thai Central Region Basin

Ornsiri Panin
Professor, Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

This research emphasized the adaptability in the new context of The Phuan
Ethnic with very rich cultural identities, who migrated from Xieng-Khouang, the
Lao PDR to the Central Region Basin of Thailand during the past two centuries.
From highland context to river basin with long period of flooding condition. This
research aims to study traditional and change of their way of living and the
adaptability for harmonizing their new context and living. How can their cultural
baggage which were carried from Xieng-Khouang play any role to their new
context. How did it effected to their village plan and houses. From field survey and
in-depth interview, it was found that, after Xieng-Khouang was totally destroyed
by several wars for very long period, the villages-resettlement were formed from
1975, only 35 years from now. The interrelation of life and natural environment are
exactly harmony. Local wisdom for agricultural product and living still exist for
supporting their self-sufficient lives and economy. Every house seems to have
quite similar plan and building materials. But the Phuan in Central Basin of
Thailand which their settlement were over two centuries, can express their typical
style and house plan. The house form was developed from double-gable roof
with traditional Thai style to plain double roof and lastly to single gable over the
similar house plan in additional with their new wisdom for their flooding
condition. At present, the development of Phuan Xieng-Khouang house still
cannot be classified because of the short period of their re-settlement, but the
coordinative living element which and be seen on both Thai and Lao Phuan is
their similar house plan, the testimony for transferability of Phuan Cultural

Baggage.

Keywords : Transferability, Cultural Baggage, Phuan, Context, Adaptability,
Xieng-Khouang, Central Region Basin



