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“...80 many immigrants bring their architecture with them, and
persist in its use even though it is unsuitable for the new area in which
they live.”
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Transformation of Lao Song’s Houses

Vira Inpuntung, Ph. D.
Associate Professor, Faculty of Architecture, Silpakron University.

Abstract

A present research attempts to find out the change of Lao Song’s houses
over two hundred years-from early Rattanakosin Period till present time.
Documentary sources including field-survey conducted in Lao Song communities
in the province of Phetchaburi, Nakhon Pathom and Samut Sakhon, were methods
used for collecting data. Then, all data were evaluated by means of morphological
analysis and comparative analysis.

The results show that in the initial stages of settlement in Thailand, Lao
Song built the same tortoise shape house as they did in their motherland. Until
the decade 1900 they adopted traditional Thai house to build their dwelling. Fifty
years later, the hip roof and hip-gable roof house became the favorite style. But
nowadays, especially since the decade 1970, the majority of Lao Song’s houses
had changed into the bungalow type.

A change in the style of dwellings in order to live suitable for the new
context, Thai culture, Lao Song built their houses in the style of Thai. All the same,
when hip roof and hip-gable roof houses became a favorite style of Thai, there
had also strong influenced on Lao Song culture as well as the bungalow house
which flavored in the later years. All the above have expressed the adaptation of
the subordinate minority to live suitable with the predominant majority.

Keywords : Adaptation, Transformation, Lao Song’s house, Vernacular architecture



