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Isan Sim, from Discourse to Analysis : Architectural
Plan, Space, Form Mass and Survival

Thaipat Puchidchawakorn
Lecturer, Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University.

Abstract

This article is to study “Isan-Sim", ordination halls in northeastern Thailand.
The purpose of this study is to find characteristic of Isan Sim which can be used
as a database, in particular for those who want to design an Isan Sim. It also
encourages new generation to be aware of vernacular architecture and conservation.
Starting from the academic discourse noted. Then to analysis the planning, space,
form, mass and survive Isan Sim. Method of study includes literature review and
analysis of architectural plan, space, form, and mass and existence of Isan Sim.

Characteristics of Isan Sim Can be summarized as peaceful, tranquil, simple,
content and sufficient. Buddhist monastic complexes in the northeast have had
no specific pattern and emphasize on architecture of Sala Karn Parian (Multipur-
pose building), Phra that (stupa) and sim (ordination hall). Architectural plan of sim
can be devided into four types : without front balcony, with front balcony, without
front balcony but with surrounding terrace and with front balcony and with
surrounding terrace. Space of Isan Sim was designed to suit functions and be
solitude, tranquility, simplicity and contentment.

Base of Isan Sim is fairly high if comparing with other parts of building.
There are several kinds of roof types crowned above on ordination hall, such as a
gable, a 2 to 3 tiered roof, a roof with projection roofs on four side and a 2 to 3
tiered roof with projection roofs on four side. Tiered roof of ordination hall in the
northeast differ from that in the central Thai.

Naga is an important ornament to decorate Isan Sim. It is found on cho-fah
(ngow, ornamentation, on the roof summit) kan-tuay (bracket), and balustrade
ordination hall was also around with mural paintings associated with folk tales,
jataka, and and Buddhist cosmology.

There are several reasons that Isan Sim can not be survived in the present,
for instance lacking of community awareness, influencing by orther dominant
culture, its former functions do not meet to present day functions, and deterioration
of building structure. ' :

Key Words : Isan-Sim, Isan Architecture, Discourse.



