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A HISTORY OF ORCHARD CULTURE

In the Upper Part of Samudsongkram Province
(Tambon Taka, Amphawa District and Tambon Donmanora, Bangkontee District)

Suphaphorn Jindamaneerojana
Associate Professor, Faculty of Archaeology, Silpakorn University.

Abstract

“Suan Nok Bang Chang" is located in the upper region of Samudsongkram Province which
includes the upper part of Amphawa District and Bangkontee District. The whole area of “Suan Nok
Bang Chang”has been an old orchard area since Ayudhaya Period (1893-2310 B.C). the traditional ways
of orchard cultivation in this region has been changing with great interest, To study this orchard culture
in depth, the researcher chose two specific areas as case studies, namely Tambon Taka, Amphawa
District and Tambon Donmanora, Bangkontee District. The research is mainly based on various types of
local information (by means of surveying, observing and data collecting from the local informants) and
is conducted through the research methodology of local history.

According to the research, Samudsongkram Province is situated on the front of the Gulf of Thai-
land where Mae Kong River flows across and is also criss-crossed with more than 300 canals and water
ways. This helps this province to be a fully fertile region which is well suitable for crop cultivation. How-
ever, it is also a flood prone area. Crop cultivation in this region started out to cope with the geographical
environment. Local wisdom in cultivating orchards and plantations especially the platform-type ones
has therefore been developed.

The cultivators in this region of Samudsongkram Province comprise of both Thai and Chinese-
Thai people who have settled down there for many generations. They have all been practicing the
traditional local wisdom in crop cultivating. What is special about this region is that these cultivators
have created an interesting unique Thai-Chinese orchard culture as a result of a perfect blending of Thai
and Chinese expertise, cultures and life styles.

The cultivation of ‘Suantians”(short term life plants) and orchards in this region of Samudsongkram
Province has been changing for during the past 40 years due to the government's development plans
which emphasize economic growth by enhancing the industry. Dams have been constructed in the
upper part of Mae Klong River and more roads have been built. Samudsongkram, the smallest agricultural
area with the platform-type orchards in Thailand, has felt the impact of this industrial progress. As a
result, there have been some changes of the orchard culture. Many platform-type “Suantians” in
Tambon Taka have totally been replaced with coconut plantations whereas in Tambon Donmanora, the
number of platform-type "Suantians”has gradually decreased as the cultivators started to plant coconut
palms instead.

The study of the people’s way of life and their orchard culture helps to understand how the
orchard cultivation has been developed and changed from the past to the present. Furthermore, it
helps to understand the life styles and cultures of both the Thai and the Chinese-Thai cultivators who
have settled down in the northern part of Samudsongkram Province, especially in Tambon Taka,
Amphawa District and in Tambon Donmanora, Bangkontee District. These people are still very proud of
their being cultivators.

Keywords : Developed and Change, Suan Nok Bang Chang, Crop cultivating, Suantian, Thai-Chinese
Orchard Culture, Floating Market



