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The Development of Thailand’s National Identity
in Architecture : The Architectural Competition
of the New House of Parliament in 2009
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Doctoral Student, University of Sheffield

Hiroshi Takeyama

Architect, Gianni Botsford Architects

Abstract

Although architecture with national importance in

Thailand has been required to achieve national identity

(also known as Kwam Pen Thai, or “Thai-ness”) in its design,
many architects have taken superficial approach to express
the essence of Thai-ness into their designs. Using the New
House of Parliament competition project as the case study,
this research analyses the current tendency of architectural
design with regard to Thailand’s national identity. Underlying
this issue is the development of the national identity issue
in the architecture of Thailand from the 1910s to the present,
as well as the presence of other parties and factors, such as
the political situations and public opinions, that have
influenced the designers'thoughts. The analysis also details
both the difficulty and the importance of re-inventing
Thai-ness in architectural design.

Key words : National Identity, Kwam Pen Thai, Thai-ness,

~ History of Architecture, House of Parliament, Architectural

Competition.



