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Lan-Chang ordination and wihara halls in Thailand

Thaipat Puchidchawakorn
Lecturer, Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

This paper studies Lan-Chang ordination and wihara halls in northeast region of Thailand. The
research draws upon archival documents and upon the examination of seven case studies of ordination
and wihara halls in Lan-Chang style, all of which are situated along the banks of Mekong River. The
characteristics of the Lan-Chang style architecture is that the buildings are built upon pure rectangular
plan and covered with stacked roofs. Lan-Chang style architecture, moreover, have well-proportioned,
distinctive architectural elements, and external painting on the outer side of the buildings’walls. However,
such distinctive characteristics of Lan-Chang style architecture had declined, since the period of King Rama
IV onwards (1851). Particularly, during the fifth reign (1868-1910), the impact of centralization policies,
through the role of leading monks, led to the transformation of regional Buddhist architecture, including
Lan-Chang ordination and wihara halls.
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