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Critical Issues on the Conservation of
Historic Urban Community for Thailand

Yongthanit Pimolsathein, Ph.D
Associated Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Planning, Thammasat University

Abstract

During the past two decades, there has been a movement on the conservation of small historic
urban communities which is different from the national conservation mainstream on ancient monuments
and archaeological areas. However, the conservation of most of those historic communities does not
receive a clear attention or promotion from the both central and local governments. Most of the government
supportive activities are in the form of cultural tourism to revive the declined local economy while the
important physical elements in the community are neglected, leading to the disappearance of historic
buildings and urban form. This paper examines and identifies the existing 140 historic urban communities
in 54 provinces in Thailand through the rapid survey and selects 4 communities for the detail study. Most
of the historic communities share their origins as a result of the construction of regional railways and
waterways during the reign of King Rama V (1868-1919). The selection of 4 communities is based on
willingness of the residents to preserve the buildings and the intention to undertake the conservation
action in the future. Through the consultation process, it is found that the 4 communities would like to
conserve both the buildings and way of life but there is no proper guidance from the government. Threats
to historic communities include the government’s infrastructure development projects, complicacy of
tenure and property ownerships, and shortage of conservation resources in terms of finance, construction
materials as well techniques. The case study from foreign countries that have mechanisms in conserving
small historic urban communities shows that the successful conservation of historic urban communities
come from the demand of the local residents together with local government, leading to the subsequent
improvement of legislation from the central government to enabling the local and citizens to launch the
conservation program on their own efforts with available supports and incentives. It is unfortunate that
there is no such provision in Thailand and thus has become the current critical issue for those who would
like to conserve their own communities.

Keywords : historic urban community, conservation



